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The Blessing of Peace 


By the Rev. Canon C. Lt. IVENS, Author of ‘‘ Addresses to 
Men,” ‘“‘The Path of Salvation,’ ‘‘God’s Call to the 
Empire,’’ ete. 


“The Lord shall give His people the blessing of peace.’ 
—Psalm xxix. 10. (P.B.V.) 


THERE can be but one thought in our minds to- 
day—the coming, as we hope and pray, of a 
world-peace. Let us try to concentrate our 
thoughts for'a few moments on what this means 
and what it involves. For some eight months 
we have entered upon a part of our inheritance. 
We have been experiencing the happy sense of 
a release from the strain and tension of anxiety 
which darkened our lives for more than four 
years. A large number of our soldiers have come 
back to their homes and to civil life. Our food 
restrictions are disappearing. We are beginning 
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to form some estimate of our position, of the duties 
that lie before us, of the difficulties, some of them 
very grave, which we have to meet. But to-day 
we are celebrating our entrance in all its com- 
pleteness into the blessing of peace. The terms 
of a peace which is just, if stern, have been 
accepted by our enemies, and the League of 
Nations, which for years past has been a vague 
ideal in the minds of a few, and has seemed to 
the majority of men a foolish and impracticable 
thing, is now likely to become a reality. Most 
certainly we do well as a Christian nation to 
meet together in our churches to celebrate this 
blessing of peace, to thank our God Who has 
been leading us through the wilderness, and over 
many a rough place, and through many a dark 
valley, that He has brought us through to the 
Promised Land where peace reigns. How shall 
we thank God for this great gift ? 


I 


Certainly not by an outburst of riotous dissi- 
pation or of sickening frivolity, which in past 
times have been a blot upon peace-time cele- 


brations. The crisis through which we have been 
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passing has been far too grave, and the agony 
far too keen, to allow of such vaunting. But 
there is a better kind of thanksgiving—there is 
greater sanctification of ordinary life, which 
comes to us as our inheritance after these years 
of struggle. In our celebrations we shall remem- 
ber those who have given their lives for us, 
those who have suffered wounds and mutilation 
for our country’s sake, the aged, the sick and the 
poor, and the children who must grow up with 
vivid memories of this great day. And as we 
look up to our God from Whose hands we receive 
this great blessing of peace we shall remember 
that as He is our Father so are we His children, 
and we shall seek to celebrate this day in a spirit 
of brotherly love. Most surely there have been 
too many bitter words, too many unkind sus- 
picions, too many wild and exaggerated hatreds 
which have darkened the rejoicings of the past 
eight months. To-day should be a call to us 
all to labour for the well-being of our country and 
the bettering of the conditions of life for the mass 
of men in a far more brotherly and loving spirit 
than has been evident among us of late. Let 
it not be said of us that after having, in company 


with our Allies, secured the victory for God, for 
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freedom and for civilization, we have fallen out 
among ourselves and have allowed our home-life 
to be disfigured by bitter animosities. “Sirs, 
ye are brethren.” 


II 


Our rejoicings at this time will be, not, indeed, 
darkened, but enriched and solemnized as we 
remember the 750,000 young men, the flower of 
England’s youth, who sleep in Flanders and 
France, in Macedonia and in Mesopotamia and 
in Greece, men of all ranks and conditions of 
life, united in one brave brotherhood. They are 
not with us in bodily presence, but their spirits 
are with us and we are sensible of their presence, 
unseen, yet truly in our midst. In all our 
rejoicings we shall think of them with pride, and 
shall hold their memories in honour. As we 
think of the great sacrifices which they made 
to win freedom for “‘ England’s green and plea- 
sant land,’’ we may echo the fine words of Presi- 
dent Lincoln, which he spoke as he stood by the 
graves of the soldiers who had died at Gettys- 
burg: ‘‘ We cannot dedicate, we cannot conse- 
crate, we cannot hallow this ground. The brave 
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men who struggled here have consecrated it far 
beyond our power to add or detract. The world 
will little note nor long remember what we say 
here, but it can never forget what they did here. 
It is for us, the living, rather to be dedicated to 
the unfinished work which they who have fought 
here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is 
rather for us to be here dedicated to the great 
task remaining before us, that from these honoured 
dead we take increased devotion to that cause for 
which they gave the last full measure of devotion : 
that we here highly resolve that these dead shall 
not have died in vain; and this nation, under 
God, shall have a new birth of freedom and that 
government of the people, by the people, and for 
‘the people shall not perish from the earth.” 


III 


During the last eight months the mist and fog, 
the smoke of battle have begun to clear away, 
and our duties which are God’s calls upon us for 
the future, are beginning to take shape and 
distinctness. Shall this great war be the end of 
war? What can we do to make it so? As we 
kneel in our churches and offer our prayers and 

13 
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thanksgivings to God, and sing our thanksgiving 
hymns, and draw near to Him in our Eucharists, 
let us pray that He, by His Spirit, will rouse us 
as a nation to bring all our force to bear on making 
the League of Nations a reality, and not the mere 
‘“‘ baseless fabric of a dream.’’ Of late our daily 
papers have been crowded with news of the 
gravest importance. The deliberations of the 
Peace Conference in Paris, the revolution, accom- 
panied by such awful outrages of the Bolsheviks 
in Russia, the industrial unrest at home, these 
and many like things have been absorbing our 
attention. The formation of the League of 
Nations has been sketched for us in outline, but 
has not so far received the support which it needs 
from the mass of our population. Let us remem- 
ber that the idea has been in the minds of men, 
and indeed has taken shape, twenty years ago. 
But it has been greeted with cynical: coldness 
and suspicion, instead of with enthusiastic 
welcome, by the mass of men at home and abroad. 
To-day the movement needs our earnest prayers 
and our warmest enthusiasm. However pressing 
may be our interest here at home, however 
anxious the problems that call for solution, 
we must, as a nation, join with our Allies and, we 
14 
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hope, with our late enemies in forming such an 
alliance or league or covenant as in one form or 
another will prevent one nation from throwing 
the whole world into war. During the last few 
years we have been praying with an emphasis 
and sense of reality which was unknown before, 
“Give peace in our time, O Lord.” God has 
answered our prayer. Let us show that our 
belief in the power of prayer has not died down 
with the granting of our request. We will still 
look and appeal in patient faith and hope to Him 
Who has set before us the great inspiring vision 
of universal and everlasting peace. 


IV 


Our peace rejoicings, as has been already pointed 
out, are not likely to be as wildly jubilant as 
similar celebrations have been in the past. In 
addition to causes which have been already 
mentioned, there is at the back of the minds of 
many a sickening sense of uncertainty as to the 
future. The foundations of society have been 
shaken, all things are in a state of flux, we are 
standing on the watersheds of the dividing 
streams, old things are passing away, all things 
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are becoming new. Everywhere old ways of 
thinking are being superseded, old institutions 
are being sharply criticized, nothing remains 
in one stay. Most certainly the war has brought 
to a close a volume of our national life: the new 
volume seems to many of us to contain strange 
and unwelcome writings. And yet, I am sure 
that this is not the right spirit with which devout 
Christians should meet the new era. We must 
remember that the Holy Catholic Church of 
Christ took form and shape in a time of catas- 
trophe, when the Roman Empire went down before 
the onrush of the Northern tribes. The Church 
of God then stood as mediator between the old 
and the new. We are living in similar times. 
Pleasant as were the old pre-war days, a time of 
low prices and of widely-spread comfort for 
many, yet at the base of society there were grave 
cancers which were eating the heart out of English 
life. After all, we are being summoned as with a 
trumpet call to bring to bear the same spirit of 
self-sacrifice with which our soldiers and sailors 
have confronted and conquered the German foe 
in the struggle against poverty and misery and 
disease. Peace has its battles and its victories 


as wellas war. Weshall never cease to remember 
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with pride the cheerful spirit with which our 
lads turned away from the warehouse and the 
factory and the pit, from pleasant homes and 
happy lives, to face the stern discipline of army 
life and encounter wounds and death. The 
sacrifices which the new order of things imposes 
upon many of us are not to be compared with 
those which our brave lads have passed through. 
We shall some of us have to be poorer and to 
live simpler lives ; we shall all of us have to dis- 
card that caste feeling which is so thoroughly 
unchristian, and which has done more even than 
the differences in rank and wealth to produce the 
deep rifts which exist in English society. In 
all these matters of social and financial reconstruc- 
tion it will be for the Church to take her part 
by softening the asperities of party conflict, and 
inspiring all classes with the spirit of brotherli- 
ness, showing itself in self-sacrifice and Christian 
courtesy. Is it too much to hope that the era 
of peace upon which we hope that we are enter- 
ing at this time may see not only the men of all 
nations turning their swords into ploughshares 
and their spears into pruning-hooks, but may be 
the happy witness of a growing spirit of kindly 
feeling between the various classes in the nations: 
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of the world? Of course such a spirit is not to 
be produced by kind words merely. It must 
go hand-in-hand with a resolute determination 
to consider carefully the causes of the misery and 
injustice which have darkened the lives of so 
many, and a determination as far as may be by 
wise legislation, by a more thorough system of 
education, and, above all, by a wider and deeper 
Christian spirit, to make this world a better place 
socially, morally, and spiritually for the mass of 
its inhabitants. The Christian Church has 
accomplished such a work some twelve hundred 
years ago. In God’s strength she can accom- 
plish it again. But this means that the work 
must be taken in hand not simply by some brave 
bishop, or outspoken clergyman, or devoted 
layman, but by us all, the baptised and confirmed 
communicants of our Church, and the earnest 
and devoted members of all other sections of the 
Christian community. Failing this, the blessing 
of peace may turn into a curse. For revolutions 
are not made with rose-water, and the uprising 
of the Bolshevik spirit in Europe is a sad and 
striking proof that without the spirit of Jesus 
Christ wild work may be done and chaos may 
prevail. 
18 
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V 


Lastly, may our peace celebrations remind 
us of a lesson which cannot be too often or too 
clearly emphasized—that at the base of all recon- 
struction must come the strong, sound lives of the 
citizens of our Empire. Proud as we are and ought 
to be of the heroism with which we in England, in 
common with our Allies, have faced the awful con- 
flict through which we have just passed, we must 
not allow ourselves to forget that the great moral 
convulsion which nearly overwhelmed us has left 
its marks for evil as well as for good upon our 
national character. Just as a patient who has 
passed through some severe illness bears the 
marks of it for months or years in the weakness 
of some bodily organ, so we have in some respects 
suffered in character. The war has produced in 
many of us a very light estimate of the value of 
human life; there are signs of an outburst of 
crimes of violence in our midst. Camp and 
barrack life have had their natural effect upon 


the lives of many of our young men, and bigamy 
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and other forms of vice seem to be becoming 
frequent in our midst. Although as a nation 
we have shown a marked spirit of unselfish 
patriotism, yet here and there have been ugly 
signs of a selfish profiteering spirit, and advantage 
has been taken of the scarcity of necessities to 
make fortunes. One of the worst signs lies in 
the bitterness of spirit which is animating many 
of our fellow-countrymen, and causing friction 
where there should be harmony of effort to im- 
prove the conditions of life. What we need to- 
day is a nation made up of men and women, 
God-fearing, self-controlled, wise and sym- 
pathetic. May the new era witness the growth 
of such men and women. Long since Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, surveying the state of society 
in his own country, wrote : 


“God give us men! A time like this demands 
Great hearts, strong minds, true faith, and willing hands ! 
Men whom the lust of office does not kill : 
Men whom the spoils of office cannot buy : 
Men who possess opinions and a will: 
Men who have honour, men who will not lie. 
For while the rabble with their thumb-worn creeds, 
Their large professions and their little deeds, 
Wrangle in selfish strife, lo, freedom weeps, 
Wrong rules the land, and waiting justice sleeps.’’ 
20 
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God has given us indeed the blessing of peace : 
He will give us all other blessings if we are willing 
as a nation by repentance and by a living trust 
in Him to respond to His offer. 


at 
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‘‘He hath delivered my soul in peace from the battle that 
was against me.’’—Psalm lv. 18. 





Peace and its Obligations 


By the Rev. Canon C. Lr. IVENS, Author of ‘“ God’s 
Call to the Empire,’’ ‘‘ Addresses to Men,’’ ‘‘ The Path of 
Salvation,” etc. 


[For an Evening Service. ] 


“He hath delivered my soul in peace from the battle that 
was against me.’’—Psalm lv. 18. 


LET us close our services to-day by thanking God 
with every faculty and power within us for the 
great gift of peace which He has given to us as 
a nation. Our feelings have been touched and 
our hearts have been stirred as we have sung 
our hymns and psalms and anthems to-day, and 
taking our part in the great national chorus of 
praise to God for the great things which He has 
wrought for us. And now, before we leave the 
church, let us spend a few minutes in quiet thought 
as to the meaning of it all. For Christian worship 
must be reasonable worship. 
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I 


In the first place, then, let us remember that it 
is God Who has “ delivered our soul in peace 
from the battle that was against us.” At times 
during the last four years our faith has been 
sorely strained and I fear in some cases has given 
way altogether. Many of us have said with 
David : “ My feet were almost gone, my treadings 
had well-nigh slipped.” But now, as we look 
back upon it all, in spite of the welter and con- 
fusion that it has brought, and in some respects 
the deterioration of character that it has brought 
about, we feel that God’s hand was in it all, 
and that in the future we shall understand more 
than we do now of its true meaning. “ The 
judgments of the Lord are true and righteous 
altogether.” In all the tangled web of human 
history we can discern the over-ruling guidance of 
God, Who, through a continuous process of de- 
struction, repair and upbuilding, has steadily 
purified and cleansed national ideals and has 
exalted the race. And now that the smoke is 
clearing away we see God’s hand more plainly 
than we did. And so to-day we ask His forgive- 
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ness for our want of faith in Him and say with 
the Psalmist of old: “‘ The Lord of Hosts is with 
us, the God of Jacob is our refuge.” 


II 


It is, then, God Who has delivered us. And 
let us remember what we have been delivered 
from. To many of us, both those who have been 
taking part in the great conflict and those who 
have stayed at home, the memories of the four 
years and more of the war are passing away like 
a bad dream. And on the whole it is well that 
it should be so. And yet to-day we may bring 
before our imaginations for a moment the horror 
of it all. What it meant to the soldiers them- 
selves we must leave them to say. To many of 
them the story is unspeakable. The horrors of 
all former wars sink into insignificance as com- 
pared with this one, with its colossal armies, 
and its diabolical application of the newest 
scientific discoveries to the spreading of torture 
and cruel death. But with us the remembrance 
still remains of the sickening suspense and terror 
with which we heard the postman’s knock and 
opened our letters, the crushing blow inflicted 
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on many a happy home when the news came of 
the death of some bright lad, his father’s hope. 
We recall, too, the tremor with which we opened 
our papers day by day, the eagerness with 
which we scanned the war news and read between 
the lines the varying fortunes of the war. And 
then the growing sense of restriction as the 
sphere of our freedom was slowly but surely 
narrowed. Cheerfully at the time we bore it all. 
Yet sometimes we wondered whether things 
more valuable than life itself were going to 
disappear, and with all, until the last six months, 
we were haunted with the sense that things were 
not going well. How was it all going to end ? 
And then came the change. With the help of 
our brave Allies, France, Italy, Belgium and 
America, our foes, worn out by slow starvation 
and reduced in strength beyond our calculations, 
gave way. And so the heaviness produced by 
the war has endured for a long night, but joy has 
come to us in this bright morning of peace. 
Yes, with good reason do we praise God at this 
time and celebrate the coming of peace with 
every sign of national joy. “The Lord hath 
done great things for us already whereof we 


rejoice.”” ‘‘ What shall I render unto the Lord 
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for all the benefits that He hath done unto me? 
I will receive the cup of salvation and will call 
upon the name of the Lord.” 


Ill 


“The Lord hath delivered my soul in peace 
from the battle that was against me.” Our 
peace celebrations are drawing to a close. 


“The tumult and the shouting dies ; 
The captains and the kings depart : 
Still stands Thine ancient sacrifice, 
An humble and a contrite heart. 
Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet, 
Lest we forget—lest we forget ! 


“Tf, drunk with sight of power, we loose 
Wild tongues that have not Thee in awe — 
Such boastings as the Gentiles use, 
Or lesser breeds without the Law,— 
Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet, 
Lest we forget—lest we forget ! 


“For heathen heart that puts her trust 
In reeking tube and iron shard,— 
All valiant dust that builds on dust, 
And guarding, calls not Thee to guard,— 
For frantic boast and foolish word, 
Thy mercy on Thy people,Lord !” 
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How, then, shall we show forth our thank- 
fulness to God, not only with our lips, but also 
in our lives ? 

(a) We shall offer up ourselves more fully, 
body, soul and spirit, as a living sacrifice to God. 
Our faith in His Fatherhood and love shall 
be more simple and more firmly rooted. In the 
days of Queen Elizabeth it was the spirit of un- 
faltering trust in God which saved us from the 
Armada and the domination of the yoke of Spain. 
Our faith in God may be of a broader type: there 
will certainly be a greater sense of proportion 
in our estimate of the things that matter; there 
will be greater tolerance in the minor matters 
of faith ; but our hope is that when the smoke 
and dust of change have cleared away the face 
of Jesus shall be disclosed more plainly to our 
eyes. | 

(6) We will strive to finish the work which the 
war has left incomplete ; to bind up the nation’s 
wounds ; to care for those who have borne the 
battle, and for the widows and orphans; we 
shall do our best to remove the reproach so 
justly incurred by us in the past that as soonas 
the war is over we forget the men who have won 
it for us. 
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(c) We must not allow anything in connection 
even with social reconstruction to turn us away 
from the work of securing lasting peace. It 
has been noticed of late by many thoughtful 
observers that we in England have been so 
absorbed in our industrial strifes and their 
settlement that we have given scant attention 
to the League of Nations or to any plans for 
securing permanent peace. Councils and con- 
ferences may meet in Paris, but nothing can be 
really achieved unless the driving force of our 
great democracies are behind our delegates. 
And this is a matter in which all our Churches 
must take action. Men’s minds must be imbued 
with the love of concord. The paramount im- 
portance of securing international peace must 
be taught from the pulpit, on the platform, in 
our schools and universities and through the press. 
Deep down in the minds of men of all nations is 
an intense abhorrence of war, but this spirit 
needs guiding and educating and fostering, and 
we must beware of letting anything in connection 
with home politics to interfere with this great 
duty of securing the peace of the world. Peace, 
let us remember, has its victories as well as war: 
peace, like war, demands of us self-control, self- 
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discipline, far-sightedness and heroism. Let us 
hope and pray that one outcome of the growing 
unity between the various sections of the Church 
of Christ shall be a more determined and a more 
sustained effort to inculcate the duty of main- 
taining peace among the nations. We are con- 
vinced that the war through which we have 
passed was a war into which we were forced to 
enter. But we were forced to enter into it because 
the organization and machinery for preventing 
war by means of arbitration and an alliance of 
nations was of a very feeble and imperfect 
character. It is for the united Christian forces 
of the nation and, to take a wider view, of the 
world to set up a strong League of Nations that 
shall make war in the future to be impossible. 
(@) Our common Christianity will be put to 
a severe test in dealing with the social and 
economic reconstruction of life. It is not, indeed, 
for the Church or for any religious body to enter 
into the details in connection with the housing 
question or any other effort for the betterment 
of the people’s lives. This is for experts to decide 
on.. But the Christian Church has a very im- 
portant work to do. She has to stand between 
two opposing forces which hinder reform and 
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progress. There is on the one side the slack, 
easy-going spirit, content to let abuses go on in 
the future as they have done in the past—the 
spirit which has given some cause for the reproach 
which has been for so many years hurled against 
the Church, that she is the chosen preserve of the 
well-to-do classes, and that she takes little or 
no interest in improving the conditions of the 
poor. The work of contradicting this dangerous 
heresy must not be confined in the future to a 
few leaders among us, men of the stamp of Canon 
Kingsley, Canon Scott Holland or Canon Barnet, 
but must be enthusiastically taken up by us all, 
priest and layman alike. But while the Church 
must be in the forefront, supplying the fire and 
enthusiasm which is needed for social reform, 
she must, if she be true to her Master, moderate 
and soften the fierceness and bitterness which 
so often animate the leaders of opposing parties 
in industrial strife. There is a spirit of resent- 
ment and hatred abroad which savours of the 
-Old Testament rather than of the New, and which, 
if we are not careful, may lead on to something 
like the Bolshevism which is spreading devasta- 
tion in Eastern Europe. If we would be true to 
our Master we must teach men that it is love 
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which is the fulfilling of the Law, that as God is 
our Father, so are we all His children united in 
one sacred brotherhood. We are bound to 
proclaim our Master Jesus Christ as the world’s 
Atonement, the world’s Healer, and the world’s 
Example. We are bound to hold up our Lord 
Jesus Christ in all His gentleness, sweet sympathy 
and humility, graces which are very repugnant 
to the struggling, energetic, pugnacious English- 
man. This work is not easy. It calls for genuine 
heroism, and courage and wisdom of the highest 
order. Yet it is the work that lies before us. It 
is the work which, if carried out successfully, 
under the good hand of our God, will make the 
wilderness of our modern civilization to blossom 
as the rose. 


The Wictory {s the Lords 


By the Rev. JOHN SINKER, Vicar of Lytham and 
Rural Dean of the Fylde, Author of ‘“‘ Into the Church’s 
Service,” “‘The Prayer Book in the Pulpit,” ‘“‘The War 
—its Deeds and Lessons,” ‘‘ The Round of the Church’s 
Clock,’’ ‘‘ Through the Grave and Gate of Death,” etc. 


“Thanks be to God which giveth us the victory.”"—I. Cor. 
XV. 57. 
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By the Rev. JOHN SINKER, Vicar of Lytham and Rural 
Dean of the Fylde, Author of ‘‘ Into the Church’s Service,” 
“The Prayer Book in the Pulpit,” ‘‘ The War—its Deeds 
and Lessons,” ‘‘The Round of the Church’s Clock,” 
“Through the Grave and Gate of Death,” etc. 


“Thanks be to God which giveth us the victory.”—I. Cor. 
XV. 57. 


My text points us to the Battlefield of Calvary, 
where all the forces of evil and all the hosts of 
hell were put to flight by our great General 
Jesus Christ, Who, in the fight, fell gloriously 
Himself upon the Field of Honour. And every 
time we say or sing our Eucharist we set forth 
that great and crowning victory “ till He come.” 
Now it seems to me that the victory in which 
we are all exulting to-day is allied to Christ’s 
triumph twenty centuries ago, for it is on behalf 
of the Lord’s cause we have been fighting for 
four and a quarter years. 
What was it, my brethren, that brought the 
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Son of God to earth and for which He became 
incarnate ? Why, He tells us in His own words, 
as He stands a lonely Prisoner at Pilate’s judg- 
ment bar: ‘“ To this end was I born, and for 
this cause came I into the world, that I might 
bear witness to the truth.” 

It was for this cause He bled and died. And 
it was for the self-same cause (because England 
refused to go back on her plighted word) that 
our sailors and soldiers and airmen have laid down 
they lives, and by God’s grace won the well- 
fought fight. Yet my text ascribes the glory to 
God. 

THANKS BE TO GOD, WHICH GIVETH US THE 
VICTORY. 

We prayed for long, weary months (though 
many grew tired of the Intercession Services) 
that God would prosper our arms; yet the 
Church never faltered, and in the persons of the 
faithful few she persevered in her prayers and 
intercessions before the Throne of Grace. 

She knew that shot and shell alone could never 
win the war. Like the Psalmist of old, she 
learnt to say: ‘‘I will not trust in my bow, 
neither is it my sword that shall help me; but 
it is THOU that savest us from our enemies 
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and puttest them to confusion that hate us.” 
And to-day we thankfully acknowledge in His 
House of Prayer that it is He and He alone Who 
has gotten us the victory. “It is the Lord’s 
doing,” we say, ‘and it is marvellous in our 
eyes.” 

_ When the Armistice was first signed, it was 
in this language that our gracious Sovereign 
King George addressed his subjects : 

“ With you, I rejoice and thank God.” 

It was to St. Margaret’s Church, Westminster, 
that the Members of the House of Commons 
immediately adjourned to acknowledge that 
it was the Lord Who had done this thing for us ; 
while the members of the Stock Exchange ceased 
their business momentarily that they might 
sing their Doxology : 

‘ Praise God from Whom all blessings flow.” 
And I think to-day I can hear the joy-bells 
of Paradise a-ringing, for I am certain that those 
dear men and lads up yonder who paid the 
supreme sacrifice are singing in clarion tones 
_ the triumph of righteousness. 

Now, my brethren, 

Wuy HAS GOD GIVEN US THE VICTORY ? 

(x) First of all, undoubtedly, 1 answer to 
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our prayers, and for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
in Whose Name we have made our petitions. 
For with all our failures as a nation, I think it is 
true to say that we have, for the most part, been 
loyal to His principles. We have learned from 
Jesus, Who is the Truth Himself, never to play our 
neighbour false, and having given our word to 
defend Belgium’s neutrality, we had the great 
decision to make, whether, having sworn to our 
neighbour, we would disappoint him or not, 
even though it were to our own hindrance. 
And, in spite of the tremendous cost in men 
and money we knew it would involve, we chose 
to stand by the Truth. And it was for this 
reason that we could go into the Presence of the 
Great White Throne and ask God to judge between 
us and our enemies, which He now has done. 

(2) In the second place, God gave us victory 
that He might vindicate Himself, and prove to all 
the world that this is a moral universe. It was 
Matthew Arnold who told us that there is an 
eternal law which makes for righteousness, 
which means that godless nations, like wicked 
individuals, must sooner or later mect with their 
doom. And both the Old Testament and the 
New Testament confirm this truth. 
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“As for the ungodly,” says the Psalmist, 
“they shall be rooted out at the last.’”’ And 
again: “ As for sinners, they shall be consumed 
and the ungodly shall come to an end.” While 
our Blessed Lord, in parabolic form, reiterates 
the same teaching, for He tells the story of two 
men, each of whom set out to build a house, one 
choosing as a foundation the firm and solid rock, 
the other the loose and shifting sand. When 
their houses were duly erected, that very same 
night the rains descended in torrents, the floods 
arose, and the winds blew and beat upon them ; 
and in the morning they went forth to see how 
it fared with their respective structures. The 
man whose house was built upon the sand 
found it a heap of ruins at his feet, while the man 
who had built upon the rock found up against 
the storm-washed sky that his house remained 
stable, erect and secure. 

Which thing is but an allegory. 

Germany built her house upon the sand foun- 
dation that “‘ might is right,” and taught that 
the only nation which has any right to survive 
is that which can hack its way through any 
country, totally regardless of the pain and 
suffering it may choose to inflict in its passing 
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upon the peaceful inhabitants who dwell therein. 
Whereas England, thank God, has built upon a 
better and surer foundation that only “right 
is might,’ and that it were better for a nation to 
lose all her material belongings so long as she 
retains her soul. 

And for four and a quarter years the rains have 
descended, the floods have lifted up their waves, 
the winds have been blowing and beating upon 
these houses. And now the sun is shining once 
more and the storms have abated, we see what 
our Lord prophesied long ago: that whereas 
the nation which built its house on sand founda- 
tions is lying a heap of ruins before our eyes, 
that nation which built upon the solid founda- 
tions of truth and justice remains sure and 
steadfast and for ever secure. 

And to-day, I say, we are witnesses of these 
things. The man responsible for this wicked 
business is, as it were, a fugitive; we see him, 
once owner of fifty-seven palaces, existing in 
a hired dwelling, from which, we trust, he will 
soon be brought to the bar of justice. The 
world at last is being made a fit place for people 
to live in; and liberty has been proclaimed to 
the captives, for which no less than twenty nations 
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have fought. So that it must never be said again : 
““God does not manifest Himself in the affairs 
of men.” 

But there is yet another reason, I think, why 
God has given us the victory, and that is that 
we may regard it as 

(3) A sacred trust. 

We are a mighty Empire; over one-fourth of 
the habitable globe our national flag, marked 
with the sign of the cross, is unfurled in the 
breeze. The empires of Greece and Babylon 
and Rome are as playthings compared to this 
vast and colossal Empire of ours. And why, 
I ask, has God given us this position among 
the nations? Surely not that we may merely 
institute law and order in the countries into 
which we penetrate, but that we may be His 
witnesses wherever we go. Was there ever a 
prayer which, as a nation, we more needed to 
pray than that found in those well-known lines 
of Rudyard Kipling ? 

‘God of our Fathers, known of old, 
Lord of our far-flung battle-line, 
Beneath Whose awful hand we hold 
Dominion over palm and pine, 


Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet, 
Lest we forget—lest we forget!” 
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And this leads me to ask : 

How CAN WE SHOW FORTH OUR THANKFUL- 
NESS 
to God who has given us the victory and to 
the men who have laid down their lives that we 
might live ? 

How can we help to make a better and a purer 
England ? 

Well, I would suggest three simple ways in 
which we can show forth our gratitude to the 
Great Giver of Victory. 

First : 

(1) By our lips. 

I do not mean by this suggestion that we 
merely say in words: “‘ The Lord hath done 
great things for us, whereof we rejoice,” though 
I think that we in Great Britain, in spite of our 
insular reserve, ought, without cant and unreality, 
to ascribe the glory to God, as we talk with our 
friends about the issues of the war. 

What I really have in my mind is this, that 
we should give the Lord the honour due unto 
His Name systematically and regularly, by taking 
our part in the public worship of His House of 
Prayer. Before the war there were eighty per 
cent. of our entire population who never darkened 
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the doors of church or chapel on the Lord’s 
Day, and yet we speak of this country of ours as 
“Christian England.” And there is still a 
spirit abroad which seeks to desecrate the English 
Sunday and to reduce it to the level of continental 
ideas. I am no Puritan in my view of the 
Sabbath, but I maintain that the Lord’s Day 
was given to us for worship and recreation, and 
if every man who calls himself a Christian would 
resolve, as a thank-offering to the Almighty 
(whatever his views of Sunday recreation may 
be), to be found at least once every Sunday in his 
church, then a mighty gain would indeed accrue 
to this dear land of ours. 

For let us remember that the primary object 
of our attendance at church is not to hear 
sermons, however helpful or otherwise they may 
be, but (to quote the words of the Exhortation) 
“to render thanks for the great benefits we have 
received at His Hands, and to set forth His most 
worthy praise.” 

Above all, we must make the Holy Eucharist, 
the Church’s greatest Thanksgiving Service, 
what it has been at the front—+the central service 
of all. Unless we do this, as Prebendary Carlile 
has reminded us, we shall lose thousands of men. 
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So I plead, as my first point, that by way of 
genuine thankfulness for His mercies to us 
as a nation, we should regularly “ enter 
God’s gates with thanksgiving, come into His 
courts with praise, be thankful unto Him and 
speak good of His Name.” 

And, secondly, we may prove our gratitude 

(2) By our offerings. 

The wise men, as they knelt at the feet of the 
Infant Christ after they had worshipped Him 
as Lord of all, presented unto Him gi/ts—gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. 

Now a religion which does not touch the 
pocket has not as yet, we may be quite sure, 
touched the heart, and the whole question of 
“ giving ’’ must be set upon a much higher plane 
than it is in the minds of many. On the first 
day of the week, says St. Paul (that is, sys- 
tematically), let every one of you lay by him in 
store (that is, individually) as God hath prospered 
him (that is, proportionately). 

And yet how spasmodic much of our giving is, 
and how meagre compared with our means. 

And the Church’s home needs, as well as her 
claims abroad, cry out for every Churchman’s 
liberal assistance, not once and again, but 
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constantly, demanding from us a principle which 
should govern and regulate our systematic 
offerings for the maintenance of God’s work. 
And as I think of the claims of the Church 
abroad, to say nothing of all her needs at home, 
I cannot refrain from noting a very real and 
vital connection between war and missionary 
enterprise. 

It is largely because, as a Church, we have 
spent little over one million pounds a year on 
the spread of the Gospel that we had to find 
during the last four and a quarter years six 
million pounds a day wherewith to carry on the 
war. 

That reign of universal peace, for which we 
all long and pray, can only come by our spreading 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ broadcast over the 
face of the earth. That is, in fact, what Isaiah 
himself tells us. He says that men should 
beat their swords into ploughshares and their 
spears into pruning-hooks—when the earth shall 
be filled with the knowledge of the Lord. 

So that it is well worth our while to do all in 
our power, by our offerings, as well as, of course, 
by our prayers and personal interest, to enhance 
God’s work in the world, for only as the Spirit 
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of Jesus develops in the heart of nations can 
this earth become a place of safety and security 
for the peoples of the world. 

And, lastly, by way of thanksgiving, I would 
suggest that we try to show it forth 

(3) By our hives. 

That is how the General Thanksgiving puts it : 
‘That we show forth Thy praise, not only with 
our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves 
to Thy service and by walking before Thee in 
holiness and righteousness all our days.” And 
the latter part of that sentence contains a two- 
fold thought. It emphasizes the fact that we 
can praise. God in our lives, by what we are, 
as well as by what we do. What we are, “ by 
walking before Him in holiness and righteous- 
ness.’ What we do, ‘by giving up ourselves 
to His service.” 

i Let us think of these two things, for a moment, 
separately. And first : 

(1) What we are. 

It is our influence that tells for good or evil 
in life, and that is exerted, not so much by what 
we do, as by what we stand for—what we 
really are. 

And I am persuaded, that as the years roll by, 
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what the world needs is not further examples of 
goody-goodiness, but genuine manly goodness. 

Religion has been shockingly misunderstood 
and misrepresented. People have looked upon 
it largely as a negative rather than as a positive 
thing. 

A Chaplain at the front relates the following 
anecdote: ‘I was in an officers’ mess some 
time ago, and they were discussing a new arrival. 
One of them said, ‘ He is very quiet ; he doesn’t 
drink, doesn’t smoke, doesn’t play bridge and 
doesn’t swear.’ ‘He must be religious,’ con- 
cluded another. That is it. The words were 
not spoken in malice. It is the conception of a 
Christian that we have given them. If the new 
officer had been described as cheerful, generous, 
hospitable and brave, they would not have 
concluded that he must be religious. Yet which 
description is the more like Christ ? ”’ 

It was when they beheld the boldness (not 
the sickly sentimentality) of Peter and John 
that they took knowledge of them that they had 
been with Jesus. Mr. Kennedy, in his “ Rough 
Talks by a Padre,” asks, and asks truly: “‘ Why 
aren’t all the best chaps Christians ? ” 

We can, if we will, magnify the religion of 
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Jesus by our life, in showing that what Christ 
stands for is not merely the refraining from wrong 
acts, but for all that is high and noble and lofty 
and chivalrous. And some of us have a very 
long way to go. Our lives do not commend 
Christ to others, but they may doso if we 
will but be determined to make a fresh start 
and begin over again, weeding out of our life all 
that is foreign to His beautiful, kind and generous 
and unselfish spirit. 

And then, secondly, we can show forth our praise 

(2) By what we do. 

There are three heresies which die a very hard 
death. The first is that religion is for women 
only, the second that salvation is an individual 
thing, and the third that the Church consists of 
the clergy only. The Church, which is the king- 
dom of God on earth, needs your help. The 
clergy may be the officers, the managing directors 
of the affairs of the kingdom, but unless the 
rank and file play their part no ground for God 
can ever be won. 

The Church here on earth is militant, and 
therefore she is bound to be aggressive, not merely 
remaining on the defensive, but actually taking 
the offensive, and she needs the help of every 
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man, woman and child if she is to make head- 
way against the strongholds and ramparts of 
Satan. 

In what directions, then, can we help her, 
and thereby praise God by devoting our lives to 
His service ? 

Well, there are one or two ways which suggest 
themselves to me. Take, first of all, 

(1) The Purity Campaign. 

I believe I am right in saying that one in every 
ten people in this land is a victim of venereal 
disease ; twenty-five per cent. of the blindness 
in our country is due to immorality. I read of 
a brothel-keeper making six thousand pounds a 
year under the very shadow of our churches and 
chapels ; while there are those in our midst who 
are seeking seriously to tamper with our existing 
marriage laws and to make divorce a cheaper and 
an easier thing. 

_ Here is a warfare for every keen Churchman ; 
for if things continue as they are going on, our 
nation will not be able to stand, and, like wicked 
and corrupt nations before it, will ultimately 
totter to its destruction. 

As our good and gracious King once said, and 

said so truly: “ The foundations of national 
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glory are set in the homes of the people; they 
will only remain unshaken while the family life of 
our race and nation is strong, simple and pure.” 

Secondly, there are : 

(2) The great social questions in which we not 
only may but ought to be keenly interested. We 
are as a Church out of touch with the world of 
labour. The Church of the Carpenter is not 
appealing to the carpenter of to-day. The great 
masses of our people are seemingly out of touch 
with the Church, which ought to be for them 
a shadow from the heat and a refuge in the time 
of storm. Why is it? When Jesus was here 
they came to Him from every quarter, and the 
secret of it all, surely, was that He loved them ; 
He interested Himself in what concerned them ; 
He bore their griefs and carried their sorrows. 
And if we had loved them with something of His 
big, wonderful, sympathizing love, sweating 
and slums and poverty would have vanished long 
ago. Yet even now we can do something to 
back up such an excellent organization as the 
Christian Social Union, and do something to 
enhance what it stands for, namely, the remedy- 
ing of so many of these social evils which many of 
us most rightly deplore. 
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Or, again, there is: 

(3) The Life and Liberty Movement which 
exists to right the many anomalies existing in 
the Church of England to-day. I need not here 
enumerate them, for they are legion. Yet while 
we may find fault with things as they are, how 
few there are to be found who will throw them- 
selves heart and soul into a movement like this, 
which, among other things, seeks to obtain self- 
government for the Church, by the Church ? 
Leaflets and booklets explaining this movement 
may be had for the asking, and if only we could 
arouse enthusiasm in the breast of the average 
lethargic Churchman, there is service demanding 
their best efforts awaiting them, for countless 
are the ways in which we can play some small 
part to secure, for instance, the passing of the 
Enabling Bill, which would mean such a real gain 
for the spiritual welfare of the Church. 

And, lastly, I would speak of 

(4) The Cause of Unity. 

At the front the danger of a common foe 
united us. The Allies fought shoulder to shoulder. 
It ought, therefore, to be possible to unite in the 
cause of Christ to fight the powers of darkness. 

Essentials, of course, we can never barter 
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away. We must insist upon the basis of the 
famous Lambeth quadrilateral, which  safe- 
guards the surrendering what we believe to be 
the minimum terms for reunion with our Non- 
conformist brethren. But because Christ prayed 
that His Church might be visibly One, we can 
therefore hope and wait and work and pray for 
it. For what a sorry spectacle our divided 
Christendom is. It is, as the Bishop of London 
puts it, “ enough to make the angels weep, to 
think of what the Church might have been to- 
day, with all the stately ceremonial of Rome, the 
gorgeous music of the Russian Church and the 
simple piety of its peasant members; the doc- 
trinal strength of the Presbyterians, the fiery 
zeal of the Wesleyans, the intellectual keenness 
of many of the Congregationalists and Baptists, 
and the mission fervour and spiritual devotion 
of the Anglican Church—as it is to-day—all poured 
into one channel of molten glory to change and 
ennoble and purify the world.” 

The British Army is what our soldiers made it. 
Christ’s Army is what we make it. 

My message is done. 

We talk of war memorials in these days, brass 
tablets, stained-glass windows and the like 

54 


THE VICTORY IS THE LORD'S 


(none of which we would condemn), but it seems 
to me that the best way to perpetuate the 
memory of those who are fallen is to live for those 
things for which they laid down their lives, 
and these things are what the Church of the 
centuries has been fighting for. 

Like those fallen heroes, like the noble army 
of martyrs, like England’s patron saint, like a 
greater than them all, let us seek to lay the 
dragon of all that is evil beneath our feet, and 
offer ourselves and our service to that good God 
Who has given us the victory. 
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eaten.’’—Joel ii. 25. 


Tue locust of the Bible is something more than 
an unpleasant insect, it is a dangerous pest. 
Hence its notoriety as one of the plagues, with 
which God sought to subdue the obstinacy of 
Pharaoh. Coming in swarms the locusts would 
completely destroy every scrap of vegetation, 
infecting air and soil alike with their poisonous 
nature. 

“The locusts went up over all the land of 
Egypt . . . very grievous were they. For they 
covered the face of the whole earth, so that the 
land was darkened; and they did eat every 
herb of the land, and all the fruit of the trees, 
which the hail had left; and there remained 
not any green thing in the trees, or in the herbs 
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of the field through all the land of Egypt.” The 
locust of the Bible is indeed, as a popular con- 
cordance describes it, a “vile insect,” well- 
fitted to symbolize destruction and waste. “‘ All 
thy trees shall the locust consume,” says the 
writer of Deuteronomy, and the Psalmist sings 
“ He gave also their labour to the locust,” while 
the prophet Joel, in the telling phrase of the 
text, speaks of the “ years which the locust 
hath eaten.” 

Destruction, waste, devastation, desolation— 
the multitudinous, devouring, poison-spreading 
insect army is grimly symbolic of all these. Had 
we possessed such a pest in our own Western 
world we too might have likened the appalling 
effects of the late war to its ruthless ravages. 
__Brethren, with grateful hearts, proud of 
our Navy’s and Army’s magnificent record 
of service and sacrifice, we assemble in God’s 
House to-day, assured that the world’s most 
awful conflict is finished, and that the long- 
prayed for peace is an accomplished thing. A 
spirit of thankfulness, such as can only arise 
from an overwhelming sense of relief, has swept 
through town and village, and calls us together 


a united people. Our joy has found full ex- 
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pression in this service, in which we have been 
taking part. It remains for the preacher on so 
fateful an occasion to point to certain needs 
for the future which have already been in- 
dicated in the special prayers—the need of con- 
fidence, the need of determination, and, above 
all, the need of brotherliness. As we look back 
we realize that the locusts of war have devoured 
five precious years of life, and dragged our 
modern civilization to the brink of bankruptcy. 
And it is not the bankruptcy of things material 
that we ought to fear most, it is the wreckage 
of those spiritual forces which alone make the 
social life of man possible. The war has shattered, 
or at least shaken, the belief of many in the old 
accepted systems, that stood for law and order. 
Religion itself attracted the worst resentment. 
In the first shock of aggrievement and anger 
there were those who flung away a faith that 
seemed to have failed them. Surely now that 
they see the cause of God and right miraculously 
and gloriously vindicated, and recognize that 
it was not religion, but its neglect, which had 
cleared the way for the final disaster, the old 
confidence in the Lord of all good life will return, 


and draw from men’s lips in this hour of 
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triumph the ancient cry of God’s people: “ The 
Lord He is the God! The Lord He is the God !.”’ 

(x). It was the confidence of the faithful that 
brought us through. Let us not forget it. Once 
again in human history the spirit of Elijah 
has proved too much for big battalions. Might, 
as always in the end, has been forced to yield 
to right. “Thanks be to God, who giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
. Let the former confidence of the faithful, justified 
by the celebrations of this glad day, promote 
everywhere a new and growing spirit of confidence 
for the future. Some of you may have read 
H. G. Wells’ booklet, ‘In the Fourth Year 
—Anticipations of a World Peace.” If you 
have, you will recall the touching candour and 
obvious sincerity of its closing words. “I 
am a man who looks now towards the end of 
life; fifty-one years have I scratched off from 
my calendar, another slips by, and I cannot tell 
how many more of the sparse remainder of possible 
years are really mine. I live in days of hardship 
and privation, when it seems more natural to 
feel ill than well; without holidays or rest or 
peace ; friends and the sons of my friends have 


been killed; death seems to be feeling always 
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now for those I most love; the newspapers 
that come into my house tell mostly of blood and 
disaster, of drownings and slaughterings, of 
cruelties and base intrigues. Yet never have 
‘I been so sure that there is a divinity in man and 
that a great order of human life, a reign of justice 
and world-wide happiness, of plenty, power, hope, 
and gigantic creative effort lies close at hand.” 

What says the Lord? “I will restore to you 
the years which the locust hath eaten.” In 
this immense task of restoration, in which, as 
God’s fellow-workers, all have their part, we want 
the burning optimism, the unconquerable faith 
of a Joel to keep us confident and courageous. 
‘J will restore to you the years which the locust 
hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the caterpillar 
and the palmer worm, my great army, which 
I sent among you. And ye shall eat in plenty 
and be satisfied and praise the name of the Lord 
your God, that hath dealt wondrously with you ; 
and My people shall never be ashamed. And ye 
shall know that I am in the midst of Israel and 
that I am the Lord your God and none else ; 
and My people shall never be ashamed.” 

And (2). Confidence must be accompanied 
“by determination “‘ Stir up, O Lord, the wills 

63 


AFTER THE CONFLICT—RECOVERY 


of Thy faithful people.” In the days before 
the war the locusts of our peace-life were not 
less destructive and wasteful than the locusts 
of war. A nation endowed with rare gifts and 
opportunities was using none as she might have 
done. It has been one of the war’s sternest 
lessons. The resources of science called out to 
help men to destroy have astonished the whole 
world by their amazing possibilities. Let this 
destructive power be turned to-day into the 
channels of construction. Let it be used to 
restore all that it helped to destroy. Let the 
modern equivalents of swords and spears be 
converted into the equivalents of ploughshares 
and pruning-hooks. To continue the quotation 
from H. G. Wells: ‘‘ Even now we have the 
science and the ability available for a universal 
welfare, though it is scattered about the world 
like a handful of money dropped by a child; 
even now there exists all the knowledge that 
is needed to make mankind universally free and 
human life sweet and noble. We need but the 
faith for it and it is at hand: we need but the 
courage to lay our hands upon it, and in a little 
space of years it can be ours.”’ 


The old senseless wastage of so much of the 
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competition and rivalry of the past must go. 
The burden of life for the majority has become 
too heavy to permit its continuance. The hour 
has arrived for removing the dead hand that 
for the multitude bars the way to social better- 
ment. And we of the Church want to realize 
that until the problems of health, housing, educa- 
tion, and the rest have been boldly, vigorously, 
and sensibly dealt with our preaching and teaching 
will fall mockingly on the ears of the masses. 
New machinery and new methods are necessary 
to meet and satisfy new conditions. ‘“ Even 
now there exists all the knowledge that is needed 
to make mankind universally free and human 
life sweet and noble.”’ Yes, and we have a man- 
hood that should be capable of carrying through 
all this work of reconstruction, if only we can 
kill the locusts of waste. The war did not 
create our splendid manhood, but the war cer- 
tainly discovered it, showed what it can do, 
revealed its heroism. We thank God for the 
many noble lives which have passed on. We 
thank Him also for those that remain. Know- 
ing what is in them, what they are and can do, 
we with them will turn with a new determination 
to the God-given task of reconstructing our 
social system. 
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Confidence in the Lord and Leader, and a 
determination to accomplish His will are first 
needs of the Christian worker. The establish- 
ment of Peace is the signal for us all to go forth 
to our task. Let us solemnly pledge ourselves 
in this hour of victory and gratitude to help 
the Lord restore the years which the locusts of 
destruction and waste have devoured. 

But (3) there is one other need, which we 
shall do well to think over and pray about at this 
time—the need of an all-prevailing brotherliness. 
We learnt its urgency in the perils of war; do 
not let us lose the lesson in the apparent security 
of peace. There can be no restoration, no 
reconstruction without that essential unity, which 
depends upon a true spirit of brotherliness 
between man and man, and between class and 
class. The recent inquiry into the conditions 
of the mining industry was a national event of 
the first importance in our social history. It 
was a first step towards brotherly co-operation 
in the industrial world, and the first step is always 
the most difficult. The locusts of competition, 
rivalry, jealousy, distrust have to a large extent 
banished brotherliness from our social system. 
Our task under God is to restore the years which 
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these locusts have eaten. Let us begin to do 
it here and now. I quote a Scottish writer: 

“The camaraderie of the battlefield—is it 
to cease when the thunder of the guns is stilled ? 
Are the ‘men’ who have been saying ‘ Our 
officers were a bit of allright,’ and the officers 
who have declared so often to us that ‘ the men 
are splendid,’ to find nothing to admire in one 
another any more? Will it all be laid aside 
with the epaulets, the kilts, and the khaki? 
Will there not be a new spirit among us, a new 
understanding of the big things men are doing 
together through the common, undistinguished 
days ? Have we not suffered much and in many 
ways because the ‘men at the top’ lacked 
‘imagination about people’ and the men at 
the bottom lacked imagination about them- 
selves ? 

«Tf only we could all be good soldiers in peace- 
time! If there were not this appalling difference 
between ‘a gentleman at his club and a gentle- 
man in the trenches;’ or between Tommy as 
he is at the front, disciplined and obedient 
and keen at his task, and Tommy as he sometimes 
is in the workshop; if gentlemen had to prove 
themselves at home as they have to prove 
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themselves at the front, and the man in the 
shipyard had to prove his manhood by the same 
grand fidelity as the man in the trenches, we 
would be a long way on the road to a finer and 
nobler human society. This is just what would 
happen if Christ was in the master and Christ 
was in the man. To create that nobler world 
is the Christian task. Christ the workman at 
the carpenter’s bench, and Christ the master, 
thinking and planning, not for Himself, but for 
His followers, is the model for all workmen 
and for all masters too.” 

And so to-day in our thankfulness for Peace 
we consecrate ourselves to our new task—that 
of making Peace permanent by the creation of 
a nobler world. It was for this that our best 
and bravest gave their lives—their all. As we 
are true to them we shall devote the years that 
remain in our own lives to finishing the work 
which they began. And we shall find as we do 
so, that ‘‘ Peace will have her victories not less 
renowned than war, victories more glorious, 
because they leave no aftermath of pain or sorrow. 
And the life of everyday will move to a grander 
music than has ever yet fallen on the listening 


ears of men.” 
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The Conservation of Energy 


Sermon by the Rev. Canon J. HASLOCH POTTER, 
Hon. Canon of Southwark Cathedral, Author of. “ The 
Discipline of War,” ‘“‘ The Judgment of War,” etc. 


“They shall beat their swords into plowshares, their 
spears into pruning-hooks.”—Isaiah ii. 4. 


THERE are two great facts in nature which seem 
to illustrate our text—the indestructibility of 
force, and of matter. You can transform force, 
as when you use coal for the making of gas or 
electricity, and then employ them for driving 
anengine. You can neither increase nor diminish 
force itself; it remains, according to the law 
of the conservation of energy, a great mysterious 
fixed quantity. So too with matter: when you 
burn a scuttleful of coal you transform it into 
gas, soot, ashes, cinders, that is all. You can 
no more destroy a lump of coal than you can 
make one. Apply this thought to the text. 
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There we have the conservation of force and 
matter combined: energy employed in fashion- 
ing weapons of war, diverted to a purpose of 
peace: the same material used: the swords 
and spears are not broken up nor buried, but 
turned into implements by means of which the 
earth shall yield her increase. 

Twice more the metaphor occurs,* but in the 
book of Joel it is turned the other way round. 
The nation is bidden to prepare for war, to beat 
its plowshares into swords, its pruning-hooks 
into spears. Surely a deep lesson underlies the 
simile. 

In the spiritual sphere Saul’s conversion 
gives a strong illustration. We see the same 
burning zeal, the same splendid purpose in 
St. Paul the apostle as we found in Saul the 
persecutor, but the direction of it is changed ; 
the fierce warrior of the old Jewish faith has 
become the husbandman of the Church of the 
living Christ. 

Now let us apply the text to the subject 
immediately before our thoughts, peace after war. 

And thus we are led to ask what is peace ? 


* Joel iii. ro and Micah iv. 3. 
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Not merely the absence of war. If that were so, 
then we have had peace since the armistice was 
signed, because, though there have been troubles, 
difficulties and even fighting around Archangel 
and in Egypt, not one shot has been fired against 
Germany. Yet these last few months have been 
a sorry travesty of the idea of that glorious thing, 
the essence of the great harmony of the divine 
existence, peace. Let us look at Isaiah’s vision 
asa whole: — 

“Tt shall come to pass in the latter days, 
that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be 
established in the top of the mountains, and 
shall be exalted above the hills ; and all nations 
shall flow unto it. And many peoples shall go, 
and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God 
of Jacob, and He will teach us of His ways, and 
we will walk in His paths: for out of Zion shall 
go forth the law, and the word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem. And He shall judge between 
the nations, and reprove many peoples: and 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more.’ 
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This is peace. The nations shall “ flow together 
to the mountain of the Lord’s house,”’ animated 
by one spirit, co-operating for mutual benefit. 
God shall “‘ teach them of His ways,” therefore 
they “shall not learn war any more.’ The 
whole basis of national life is changed. We are 
a long, long way from the realization of this 
glorious ideal, but we do trustfully believe that, 
under the guiding hand of God, the greatest 
advance the world has ever known has been 
made towards its fulfilment. 

Let us try to draw from our text some practi- 
cal thoughts. 

What swords would God have us beat into 
plowshares, what spears into pruning-hooks ? 

Take the vast amount of skill which has been 
developed in the invention and production of 
all kinds of fearsome munitions of war; this 
must be turned bodily over to the cause of 
peaceful commerce; already aeroplanes are 
being fitted out for industrial work and pleasure 
trips; some of them will be flown by pilots 
who, but a very little while ago, were hovering 
above cities, ships and battle-fields, on their 
mission of destruction. The great art of flying, 
the very latest of man’s victories over nature, 
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still in its infancy, has received an impulse 
from the war such as nothing else could have 
supplied ; has made progress, in five years 
of struggle, which would have been highly 
improbable in twenty years of ordinary de- 
velopment. | 

That which was one of the most terrible 
scourges of modern warfare bids fair to become 
an all-important factor in linking together the 
various members of the League of Nations for 
purposes of peace. 

We need not pursue this more or less material 
side any further; rather let us turn to moral 
issues. A vast amount of energy has been 
developed for benevolent work of the most sacred 
kind, by both sexes and all ages. Tens of thou- 
sands of our women have found themselves, 
aye, made the tremendous discovery of their 
own personality, in the clearing station, the 
base or home hospital, the war depots, the 
canteens, and scores of other ways. Before the 
war “I” meant to them the individual who gets 
as good a time as possible ; now ‘““]” means the 
one who gives to others as good a time as possible. 
Here is a sword, a spear, which can be trans- 
ferred at once, almost as it stands, into the plow- 
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share and the pruning-hook. A girl, who deve- 
loped from a quite ordinary slacker into a 
splendid nurse, expressed the prevailing tone 
when she said, “ I can never go back to the old, 
easy-going life; and that’s what most of us 
feel.” Yes, in spite of all the scandals about 
discharged munition workers, unemployment- 
pay, shirking and skulking, there is, thank God 
for it, a wealth of trained and devoted energy 
which is bound to find its outlets, and, for the next 
few years, largely amidst the ghastly wreckage 
caused by the war. 

But to pass on to a still deeper thought : the 
effect the war has had upon religion, using the 
word in its widest sense. A difficult matter 
to gauge, and one which we shall never rightly 
estimate merely by taking haphazard, individual 
illustrations. Probably many in this congre- 
eee have met some friend, or relation, who 
says, “ Religion, I’ve done with it altogether ; 
the war has knocked the bottom out of it.” 
On the other hand, you may know of the careless 
young schoolboy who went off so full of life and 
spirits, who never dreamt of coming inside the 
Church, except just to please the old folks: 
but yet whose letters developed a certain serious- 
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ness, spoke about prayer, just dropped out 
casually that some of them went to Communion 
together before going “ over the top.” 

Judge by the one case and you will say the war 
has destroyed religion; judge by the other 
and you will say the war has created it. But 
those who have a right to speak, chaplains and 
godly officers, do seriously believe that the 
balance is in the favour of righteousness. If 
so, here indeed is a sword and spear of which 
the world stands in urgent need. 

Upon one point there is not a shadow of 
doubt, the war has given an enormous impetus 
to our great longing for Christian unity. The 
various representatives of religion have been 
drawn together in an external and official fellow- 
ship, which has grown into something deeper 
and more spiritual. Officers and men _ alike, 
under the influence of common perils, troubles 
and experiences, facing the stern, tremendous 
realities of life, the daily risk of death, have 
begun to resent more and more the divided 
state of Christendom ; padres and their flocks 
have got down to the things that matter. The 
war has shown that, without any compromise of 
vital truths, the common area of belief is far 
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larger than was imagined. Thus, from two 
sides, the great amount of practical union already 
attained, and the terrible results of disunion upon 
religion itself, there is growing up among 
Christians, who think and care, an intense 
desire for coming together in all possible ways. 
What is the great hindrance? ‘“‘ The firmness 
with which we hold our own opinions,’ you 
will say. By no means; as an _ undisputed 
fact, it is the leading men, the men of real mark, 
both in our own Church and in the Free Churches, 
who are working heart and soul for the cause of 
the reunion of Christendom. Naturally so, they 
are men of intellect who respect honest con- 
viction wherever they find it, and are strong 
enough in their own beliefs not to fear the candid 
investigation of the beliefs of others. ‘‘ The 
more sure you are, the more tolerant you are,” 
said that great preacher, the late American 
bishop, Philips Brooks. No, the mischief does 
not lie here. It arises from the way in which 
denominationalism has been used as a sword 
and a spear for the destruction of our Christian 
brethren who have the misfortune to differ 
from us. And remember this applies all round ; 


for bigotry, alas! is not the monopoly of Church 
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or Chapel, Catholic or Protestant. It is a disease 
which hides itself, sometimes quite uncon- 
sciously to its victim, under the disguise of 
zeal for the truth. How, then, can you discern 
between the two things, bigotry and Christian 
zeal? Quite easily : the one causes evil passions, 
temper, envy, hard-speaking; the other is 
founded in love of Christ. The one is the sword 
and spear, in all their cruel bitterness and 
violence; the other is the plowshare and the 
pruning-hook, in all their beneficence of purpose. 
Remember, brethren, that your opponent differs 
from you, just as much as you differ from him. 
What a strange revelation it would be, if for ten 
minutes you could just change places. There is no 
real zeal for Christ where there is no display of 
the love of Christ. Listen again to Philips Brooks : 
“True tolerance consists in the love of truth 
and the love of man, each brought to its per- 
fection and each living in perfect harmony 
with one another. But these two great affections 
are perfect only when they are orbed and 
enfolded in the yet greater affection of the love 
of God.” 

We have just glanced at one or two workings 
out of our text in the light of peace after war. 
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Everyone of us has his or her own direct re- 
sponsibility in the matter. The public opinion 
of a nation is the trend of the feelings and 
thoughts of the majority of the individuals 
who compose it. Here even the boys and girls 
count. How do you play ? cheerfully, unselfishly, 
or are you always trying to get the batting, 
and never do the fielding? That’s so dull, isn’t 
it? How do you work? squarely and honestly, 
or do you steal the answer to a sum from the 
next girl when you have the chance? How 
do you treat your parents? How do you say 
your prayers ? 

These are the things that help to mould the 
life of the nation itself. 

Maybe, that in some of the matters to which 
we have referred there are direct opportunities 
opening up before you. The devoting to pur- 
poses of peace in your businesses or occupations 
the experience, the forcefulness you have gained 
in war. The continuing of some activity in 
which you have been engaged, some ministry 
to sick, wounded, troubled. The putting into 
practical operation that longing for Christian 
unity which has been borne in upon your 


heart. As such occasions offer, seize them, 
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beat your swords into plowshares, your spears 
into pruning-hooks, in the name, in the might, 
and for the love of Christ, the Prince of 
Peace. 


SI 6 
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The Peril of Heutrality 


Being a Sermon by the Rev. B. G. BOURCHIER, M.A., 
Vicar of S. Jude-on-the-Hill, Author of “For All we 
have and are.” 


“Curse ye, Meroz, curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof ; 
because they came not to the help of the Lord, to the help of 
the Lord against the mighty.”— Judges v. 23. 


PEeRuaps this is the most thrilling verse of one 
of the most thrilling chapters in the whole of 
the Bible. As a piece of faultless literature the 
song of Deborah probably has no equal. 
Deborah was the Joan of Arc of her day, and 
here, in language of incomparable beauty and 
unrestrained passion, a great woman pours out 
her soul. She tells us how (under God) she had 
rallied the drooping spirits of her race—how she, 
a woman, was enabled to succeed where her 
menfolk had badly failed—how, but for her and 
her invincible spirit, a great cause might have 


been lost irretrievably. It is an epic. It is 
85 


THE PERIL OF NEUTRALITY 


the record of a triumph that must for ever 
redound to the glory of woman. It is the old 
story, of God using the weak to confound the 
strong. And then, in the very heart of her 
impassioned outpouring and jubilation, Deborah, 
so it seems, is pulled up short by a reflection— 
an unhappy reflection—that one people, the 
people of little Meroz, had abstained from taking 
any part, and had been quite content merely to 
look on, and say, “ It is no business of ours.” 
The bare remembrance of this seems to lash 
the woman into the tiger, as in a torrent of 
uncontrolled, fierce, bitter denunciation, she 
cries, ‘‘ Curse ye, Meroz, curse ye bitterly the 
inhabitants thereof, because they came not to 
the help of the Lord, the help of the Lord against 
the mighty.’”’ Her whole soul revolts against 
such a people, whose policy was that of Jatssez- 
faire. For a people, who, when a great cause 
was at stake—the cause of Justice, of Freedom, 
even of Religion itselfi—were capable of subscrib- 
ing to such a doctrine, no censure can be too 
severe. In short, this verse is a revelation of 
the attitude, not only of Deborah, but of God 
Himself, towards Neutrality. Behind these 


burning words of scorn lies a tremendous lesson 
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—namely, that for any nation or person to pre- 
sume to remain neutral, when the world’s future 
is in jeopardy, is to incur the gravest responsi- 
bility. ‘“‘ He that would save his life must first 
lose it.’’ In Meroz we have the example of a 
people who sought to save their life, but for- 
feited it—by remaining neutral. Neutrality is 
almost invariably wrong, for the reason that 
abstention is nearly always a distinct asset to 
the opposing forces. It not only withholds 
active support from the crusaders, but it in- 
directly (if not directly) plays into the hands 
of the oppressors. 

Never was there a more favourable moment 
in modern history to address our thoughts to 
the subject of Neutrality. During the past 
four years of war we have been in no small 
measure perplexed by the Neutrals, both in our 
own and in other nations. Perhaps, knowing 
the peculiarly difficult circumstances, we can 
understand and even appreciate the neutrality 
of Holland. But less easy to understand has 
been that of Sweden, or of those disaffected 
and ill-advised Irishmen, who remained eating 
and drinking and playing whilst, to their 
lasting renown, thousands of their fellows rallied 
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to the Empire’s call. And, frankly, to very 
many of us, the long drawn-out abstention of 
America has been the cause of very real per- 
plexity. To say this is in no sense to disparage 
America’s invaluable aid when they did ultimately 
join in, but realizing as we all must that their 
earlier entry into the war would have saved 
thousands of precious lives and millions of 
money, we cannot but regret the causes of the 
delay. As one of the professors at Harvard, 
with fine courage, said but a few days ago, 
“Let us never forget that we did not enter 
this world-struggle until the eleventh hour and 
the fifty-ninth minute.” 

But what of ourselves? what of England? 
what of the British Empire? This is no hour 
for boasting, but, thanks be to God, whatever 
may be, and are, our nation’s defects, in this 
respect, at any rate, we were not found wanting. 
Neutrality has never been one of our national 
sins, and when we say this, we may remind 
ourselves that never perhaps in all our long 
history would it have suited us better to remain 
neutral than when war was first mooted. When 
were we less ready and prepared for war than 
on August 4th, 1914? How easy it would 
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have been, even.as Germany hoped and believed 
we should, to have held aloof! After all, we 
might have argued: “ This quarrel is not of our 
making or choosing. We feel sorry for little 
Belgium, of course. As for France, well—it’s 
very unfortunate, but still war is war, and there 
is always the Channel between us. Besides, 
we are not ready. We have internal troubles 
of our own. And, moreover, a war of this 
magnitude means gigantic expenditure, both 
in money and in lives. No. No. We must 
keep out at all costs.” How easy to have 
argued thus! And yet—and yet—had we done 
so, and had we saved ourselves the admittedly 
appalling cost and remained neutral, I, for one, 
believe that long ere this our doom would have 
been sealed, rightly sealed. Germany’s intention 
was, having crucified France and Belgium, to 
crucify us. We, not they, were her real objective. 
And so it came about that, all unprepared as 
we were, we hesitated not five minutes, but 
threw ourselves there and then into the fray— 
and not only we ourselves, but hurrying across 
the seas from every corner of the King’s 
dominions, came in rapid succession the Empire’s 


sons. Neutral? How could we be—or they ? 
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A great cause was at stake—the freedom of 
the world, civilization, justice and Right. Nay, 
the very honour of God was imperilled, and 
the Religion of Christ was in jeopardy. And 
now, after four long cruel years of war, Peace 
is restored, and only He whoknows all things 
knows how we have suffered. Our own toll of 
dead is over 650,000; that of our Allies far 
greater. And yet from the lips of all, including 
those who have suffered most, I mean the 
maimed, the sightless and the broken, there 
goes up the cry of thankfulness: ‘“ Not one of 
us would have it otherwise. God tried us, but 
did not find us wanting. We (under Him) are 
the saviours of the world. Death is not the 
supreme disaster. Better by far to suffer and 
to die ten thousand times, than to tamely witness 
the triumph of Might and Wrong.” Neutrality 
could only have meant one thing—the con- 
version of England into a German province— 
and the curse pronounced upon Meroz would 
have been rightly pronounced upon us. That 
we did not hold aloof, to God be for ever the 
glory and the praise! Like Belgium, we have 
lost much, but what we have not lost is—our soul, 

I pass now to consider why it is that in the 
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Bible Neutrality is met with such scathing 
denunciation. Again and again the sacred 
writers return to it, always and only to condemn 
it. Take the story of Dives. 

It was not that Dives had done any active 
injury to Lazarus, or added in any conscious 
way to his sufferings, but that Lazarus, with 
his sores untended and his pangs of hunger 
unsatisfied, had been allowed to lie at the castle 
gate, and all the time Dives did—nothing. 
Or consider the withered fig tree. Why did 
the curse of the gentle Saviour fall upon it ? 
Not because it produced indifferent fruit, but 
because it produced no fruit at all. In other 
words, because, despite its many leaves, it did— 
nothing. Or—most emphatic of all—is the great 
Parable of Judgment (St. Matthew xxv.). “ The 
King shall answer, Depart from Me.’ Why? 
Not because they had done anything to add to 
His sufferings when He was hungry, thirsty, 
sick, naked, or in prison. Not at all. But 
because, when, in the person of the least of His 
brethren, He was in His dire calamity, they did 
—nothing. In short, they remained neutral. 
And we may believe that no more profound 
utterance ever left the Master’s lips than His 
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dictum: ‘He that is not with Me, is against 
Me.” It is for us to apply this thought to the 
present hour of the nation’s rejoicing. The war 
is over. We have won. Thanks be to God, 
who has given us the victory! ‘“ This is the 
Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.” 
By contrast with the last four years we are 
now enabled to estimate the blessings of Peace. 
Reflect, however, for a moment. The statement 
that “ the war is over” needs qualifying. True, 
the war of destruction is over; but the fight 
of reconstruction is only beginning. To pull 
down is easy; to build up is hard. And in this 
gigantic task of rebuilding the new world, my 
concern is that we have far too many neutrals. 
The establishment of “‘a new earth,” or, as the 
Prime Minister has called it, ‘a world fit for 
heroes to live in,” is the only fitting tribute we 
can pay to the gallant dead. To fail to achieve 
this is to be faithless to their undying memory. 
But—and this is my poirit—in order to secure 
the fullest results of all the sacrifices of life 
and treasure of these past four years, we need 
the co-operation of every man and woman, 
called by the name of patriot and Christian. 
Neutrality at this hour is a crime. Already 
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‘the troops of Midian” are massing. Already 
the enemies of God are preparing for the fray. 
Every day produces fresh evidence that the 
mischief-makers and the reactionaries are spread- 
ing their ramifications and their baneful in- 
fluences in every direction. Anarchy, revolution 
and disorder threaten, if not checked, to rob 
us of the fruits of victory. Bolshevism flaunts 
itself naked and unashamed. The King’s enemies 
—and the enemies of the King of Kings—are all 
active. Are we as ready for the counter-attack ? 
“Who is on the Lord’s side?”’ Who in such 
“a Day of God” dare be neutral? ‘‘ He that is 
not with Me, is against Me.”’ 

Do you ask me to state specifically to what 
I refer? I will reply by projecting questions 
like these: (i) Do you intend, without a protest, 
to let the country return to the scandalously 
long hours for drinking, which obtained in 
pre-war days? (ii) Are you going to remain 
silent in face of the daily and hourly increase 
in the matter of infidelity to the sacred vows of 
marriage ? Women and men are equally guilty. 
Will you offer no resistance to the proposals to 
legalize what is .virtually concubinage? Will 
you acquiesce supinely and witness, without a 
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murmur, the unparalleled spreading of venereal 
disease? Or again. Several important Bills 
are before Parliament at the moment. Let me 
refer to two—the Enabling Bill and the Dogs’ 
Protection Bill. I leave it to your conscience 
which side you take, but, for God’s sake, take 
some side. You cannot be neutral. Moreover, 
realizing that Christ as often healed the bodies 
of men as ever He preached to their souls, what 
- are you doing to secure better conditions of 
living and housing for the people? And so 
on. But I must not multiply instances. One 
further thought. What, think you, caused 
Meroz to abstain ? Three possible causes suggest 
themselves, viz.: Selfish love of.comfort ; fear 
of sufferings, wounds and death; a pretext of 
false humility, which says, “ I am too insignifi- 
cant to be of use.” It was ever so. Men still 
shrink from participation in the great spiritual 
campaign for one or other of these reasons, 
What cowards we are! To prefer comfort to 
hardship, life to honour, gold to God. What 
an awakening ours will be! ‘‘ Curse ye, curse 
ye bitterly all such as Meroz, because they came 
not to the help of the Lord, to the help of the 
Lord against the mighty.”’ 
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And this my concluding word: Mark well 
the neutral’s fate. It is to be blotted out and 
forgotten. Meroz is never once mentioned again. 
“TI looked, but his place was nowhere to be 
found.’’ From such a fate may we be delivered ! 

Do you remember a story of Henry IV.? 
Henry had a courtier who belonged to that 
type of time-serving creature that prefers to 
“ sit on the fence’ and save his own skin, always 
contriving to be on the popular and winning 
side. (We know them. We have suffered from 
them.) And when, after a great struggle, Henry 
emerged victorious, this treacherous and timid 
gentleman came, and with great display of 
loyalty, congratulated the King. Mark the 
Royal reply, and its fine scorn: “Go, friend, 
and hang yourself. As you say: We did have 
a great fight at Arques, but you were not there. 
Begone.” So surely some day shall be heard 
the Voice of Almighty God: “TI had a great 
fight in England in the days that followed the 
world-war”’—and oh! if He should be forced 
to add, speaking of you or me—“ but you were 
not there!” Be there. Be there—be right 
down in the thick of the fight. Heed not the 
wounds. Mind not the battle. He who leads 
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is God. You are on the winning side, and 
some day God with His own right Hand shall 
wipe away the sweat and blood of battle from 
your forehead, and, before the whole world, 
vindicate you as He places the fadeless wreath 
of victory upon your brow. Have nothing to 
do with Neutrality. Take sides. Thus here- 
after you may, to your lasting joy and comfort, 
hear it said: “‘ Bless you, bless you abundantly, 
said the angel of the Lord, because you did 
come to the help of the Lord, to the help of the 
Lord against the mighty.” 
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* Peace be within thy walls.” 
“ Peace be within thee.” 
Psalm cxxii. 7 and 8. 
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For four years and a half Europe had been 
shaken with the tramp of armies and the thunder 
of conflict. We as a nation were dragged into 
the struggle in fulfilment of our pledge to protect 
Belgium. Happily our foes were defeated and 
an armistice signed in the month of November 
last. A permanent treaty of peace is now 
being completed which will render it very diffi- 
cult for our bellicose foes to disturb, in their 
lust of power, the peace of Europe again for very 
many years to come. This triumph of our 
Righteous Cause has deepened our sense of 
God’s goodness. It has roused us, we believe, 
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to a greater fervour of devotion and to a more 
real and heart-felt thankfulness. Our joy must 
indeed be a chastened joy. There rests a cloud 
of sorrow upon the light of thankfulness. We 
dare not indulge in selfish joy or in reckless 
mirth when we think of the blood-stained battle- 
fields of the late war, the devastated crops, 
the ruined homes, the widows and orphans 
whom this cruel war made desolate. We cannot 
fail to realize the terrible misery which not for 
this time only, but for long years to come, must 
crush the heart and paralyse the industry and 
throw back the progress of nations. But if 
our joy is moderated, we can and we ought to 
be thankful. And our thankfulness may be 
higher and deeper and nobler if there mingles 
with it the thought of the sorrow and the suffer- 
ing of others. Yes, if we are stirred up by it 
to a more ungrudging charity, to a less calculating 
love and to a larger and more lavish self-sacrifice, 
it is only right and fitting that we should acknow- 
ledge the hand of our God in affording us the 
victory over cruel and unscrupulous foes. It 
is well that we should be arrested, as it were, 
in our daily course of indifference and compelled 
to acknowledge how much we owe to the God 
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of our salvation. It is right that we should do 
this as a nation. It is right that we should 
acknowledge this as a Church, which, in all 
public religious acts, is still the voice of the 
nation. 

The Psalmist in our text breathes the heart- 
stirring prayer ‘“ Peace be within thy walls.”’ 
In his prayer he refers to Jerusalem—the City 
of God. It contained not only the Temple, 
the place which God had chosen to plant His 
Name, but was also in itself the chief City of 
Judea. We may, therefore, regard his prayer 
as a National prayer. It isa prayer uttered on 
behalf of the Jewish nation—“ Peace be within 
thy walls.” 

May we regard the words in a similar sense 
as referring to our British Empire—our home 
and foreign dominions—in distinction to the 
individuals comprised in these dominions. 

We regard the words as referring to the nation 
at large. 
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I 
PEACE WITHOUT 


The Peace Treaty has at last been made public. 
Expectation has been alternately so titillated, 
depressed, stimulated and then baulked that 
interest has somewhat evaporated. There is 
bound, in any case, to be a mass of material in 
the document which makes small appeal to the 
multitude. But that. does not alter the fact 
of its important bearing on the whole peace. 
The ordinary individual desires most of all to 
be assured of certain things. He wants full 
protection and reparation secured for victims 
of Germany’s war lust; that small and strug- 
gling nations are granted the freedom which 
was so ruthlessly assailed, and that the authors 
of deliberate crimes and atrocities by which 
Germany sought to terrorize humanity are 
brought inexorably to the bar of justice. If 
these broad results are achieved by the Treaty, 
men will not peer too closely into other details. 
In many respects the Treaty seems well designed 
to effect what is desired. 
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But the enforcing of these fair-seeming terms 
may be not quite the same thing as the setting 
of them down. Gratifyingly sweeping are the 
naval, military and air terms which are intended 
to cut Germany’s claws and prevent any future 
treachery against her unsuspecting neighbours 
and against civilization generally. The cession of 
territory in Europe and the Colonies demanded of 
the Hun are also not less than safety and justice 
require. In some other matters an attitude of 
inquiry is not out of place. Reparation is one 
of them. It is very well to require Germany to 
admit full responsibility to pay all costs of the 
war, but this responsibility must be fully en- 
forced. We and our Allies must see that we are 
not persuaded by the whines about Germany’s 
poverty and inability to pay into reducing the 
bill unduly. That will be a great danger. The 
Hun is a great “ squealer,” and he has influential 
helpers. Already “ high authorities ” are telling 
the world how impossible it is that Germany 
can pay indemnities, and how little her posses- 
sions are. If we are not careful, the first thousand 
million.pounds paid will not be quickly or largely 
supplemented. | 


The mercantile marine clauses will also need 
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vigilant care. Great Britain’s marine losses have 
been incomparably the heaviest. We must not 
suffer any umnecessary handicap here. Not 
least, the insistence of justice upon the Kaiser 
and his butcher-bravos must be no sham; but 
a stern, determined reality. Of set purpose, 
long-planned, and deliberately matured, he and 
they designed and intended the vile horrors 
they inspired and directed. 

The sinking of the Lusitania and other vessels, 
the outrages on hospital ships, the murder by 
Zeppelin bombs of school children and women, 
must not be forgotten. Then, too, the torture 
to madness and death of helpless British soldiers 
in prison camps and compounds—all these were 
part of a callous policy. Expiation is inevitable, 
if justice is not to become a byword and the 
Peace Treaty provisions a mockery. When we 
determined that this war should end war, we were 
given the assurance of continued peace, so that 
we might literally turn our swords into plough- 
shares. Surely the peoples of the earth have 
caught glimpses of a fuller life. 

It is well to afford them opportunities to realize 
their visions, but we should always bear this 
fact in mind, that the best preventative against 
war is preparedness for war. 
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At last the cruel war is ended. We have in 
Some measure returned to our normal conditions. 
The “ profiteer” and greedy man still live both 
in our own country and in France, but we may 
well hope that both will gradually die a natural 
death. 

The excitement and self-seeking consequent 
on the war appears to be slowly subsiding. 

Peace once more reigns within our walls. There 
are now no new Rachels weeping afresh for their 
children. We are no longer compelled to smother 
our homes in obscurity lest we invite a Zeppelin 
attack. All is quiet, all is serene; we can lay 
us down in peace. The Lord shall preserve 
us from evil. He will preserve our going out 
and our coming in. We may, indeed, reasonably 
hope that we shall experience no such terrible 
war as this recent one for many a year to come. 
We may well pray with true thanksgiving, “ Peace 
be within thy walls and prosperity within thy 
palaces.” 

So much, then, for this outward peace on our 
land and nation, but we now turn to another 
form of peace 
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Il 
PEACE WITHIN 


If at the present time peace exists in our 
outward life, since the perils and inconveniences 
of a state of war have been removed, there ought 
also to be peace within our hearts and minds. 
‘Peace be within thee.’ Peace comes to us 
from God the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through the Holy Spirit. Peace and joy go 
together. We are to have all joy and peace in 
believing. God is the Author of peace. It is 
the peace of God which is to rule in our hearts 
—the peace of God which passeth all understand- 
ing. Now peace can mean a great many different 
things. Just as there are false meanings to 
the word “love,” just as there are false kinds 
of joy, so there are false kinds of peace. The 
true peace is one which is not incompatible 
with fighting. Oh no! On the contrary, it is 
the kind of peace which only comes after a battle. 
We must have the sword before we can have 
peace. We must not think of a false peace ; 
a shameful peace. We must abhor a peace that 
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is too slothful, too cowardly to fight, and too 
contented with self ever to be penitent. That, 
of course, is not a true peace, for a true peace is 
a daughter of love. It is not the cold, selfish 
calm of one who presents a smooth, hard, polished 
surface to life, impenetrable to other people’s 
pain. That is not peace—the true peace must 
come out of love. 

There are some people who go through the 
world making a little stir of discomfort about 
them wherever they may be. And there are 
others who shed peace about them unconsciously 
and apparently without thinking. They are 
peacemakers. And nearly all this comes from 
the fact that they are unselfish. They have 
acquired the habit of placing others first and 
themselves last. These are the followers of the 
Prince of Peace, and through them flows into 
the Church—the Christian Body to-day—the 
Peace of God, making the world a better, a 
brighter and happier place to live in. It makes 
it a place that is warmed with the comfort of 
Jesus Christ, Who is our Peace and Who is the 
Prince of Peace. This tendency as manifested 
in some people is no gift of nature. It is a fruit 
of the Spirit, ‘‘ Peace be within thee.” 
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Sorrow seems to be a necessary antecedent 
to joy and joy underlies sorrow. Moreover, 
this peace comes out of fighting ; it comes out 
of turmoil. If we have this true central peace 
nothing ever disturbs us. Now that the war is 
a thing of the past, now that peace reigns out- 
wardly in the world, should we not—each one 
of us—try to acquire it inwardly. 

What are the means by which we may ee 
to secure it ? 

(a) The first means is fasth. A summary 
of our faith is to be found in the Apostles’ Creed. 

(b) Repentance. We must look back to our 
early days up to the present and consider our 
life. We must be humbly ready to acknowledge 
sin and desire to make reparation and amend- 
ment. Do not let us forget that Sacramental 
Confession exists. 

If a man is bitterly ashamed—if the thought 
of his sin is grievous and its burden intolerable, 
then he is very likely to be near to the true 
peace. 

When we can say ‘I have sinned against 
heaven and am no more worthy to be called Thy 
son,” then comes Peace—the best peace of all, 


deep and satisfying. First comes the contest, 
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the suffering, the anguish, and then follows the 
joy and peace of pardoned sin. 

There is a picture by Kaulbach representing 
the destruction of Jerusalem. It shows in most 
vivid delineation the awful work of desolation 
going on—carnage and conflagration. Off in the 
distance there is to be seen a little company of 
Christians quietly and peacefully moving away. 
The children play along the roadside, and the 
beasts nip the grass as they leisurely move on. 
Overhead are seen the shadowy forms of guardian 
angels watching unseen over those pilgrims. 

The picture is true in its representation. In 
times of the greatest peril those who are Christ’s 
are cared for by Him and are secure. There is 
only one thing for us to do—to be simply faithful 
in the midst of dangers and trials. We must 
ever do our duty. We must quietly endure 
whatever suffering or loss come to us, doing 
what our Master bids, and leaving in His hands 
the whole matter of our protection and security. 
No harm can come to the least of the little ones 
who believe in our Blessed Lord and are faithful 
and true to Him. At the centre of the wild 
cyclone which bears devastation and ruin in its 
awful sweep, there is a spot which is so quiet 
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that a leaf is scarcely stirred, where a little child 
might sleep undisturbed. So in the heart of the 
world’s most terrific storms and convulsions 
there is a place of perfect security. ‘‘ Thou wilt 
keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed 
on Thee.” 
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“And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, 
Babylon the Great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habi- 
tation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage 
of every unclean and hateful bird. For all nations have 
drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.’’—Rev. 
XVili. 2, 3. 
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“And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, 
Babylon the Great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habi- 
tation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage 
of every unclean and hateful bird. For all nations have 
drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.’’—Rev. 


XVI 2; 3: 


WE are come to God’s House to-day, dear people, 
to celebrate the signing of a Peace Treaty which 
closes down a strife and embroilment of nations 
the like of which has never disturbed the world 
in all her days and years and ages hitherto. 
There have been wars and peace treaties and 
celebrations of peace ere this, of course, But 
never since God placed man upon the earth has 
the signing of peace concluded warfare and 
strife upon a scale so vast and so dreadful as 
now. Our doings to-day, then, are of the deepest 
significance. Peace which terminates a war 
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of such magnitude and proportions is no small 
matter. 

Now, turning to our text without more ado, 
we shall find there, if we will, much that will 
assist us in making the best of a great oppor- 
tunity to-day. 

(1) And first, ““ Babylon is fallen, 2s fallen! a 
When the Bible writers repeat themselves in 
this way, their object is to lay tremendous stress 
and emphasis on what they have to say. “Js 
fallen, is fallen!”’ The repetition implies that 
the downfall is utter and complete. The Em- 
pire has come down with a crash and a collapse 
which has left it a heap of ruins which have be- 
come the haunt of every foul spirit and unclean 
bird. Such imagery is very striking. And 
whatever the text may mean precisely, whether 
Babylon is literally referred to, or Rome, or 
some other Empire, scholars are agreed that we 
may use the words to suit the occasion of any 
Empire’s fall which has made the nations to 
drink the wine of the wrath of her fornica- 
tion. 

Her fornication! What is it? Generally 
when the charge of adultery or fornication is 
brought against a city or a nation in the Bible 
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it is to denote its unfaithfulness to God: for in 
God’s Word God’s people are married to Him. 
St. Paul, you know, calls the Church of Christ, 
His Bride. And the words serve us to-day, 
for a great Empire, our particular foe, has been 
beaten to the dust because she estranged herself 
from God and set herself upon the side of the 
powers of sin and darkness: because she set 
her might against right: because she embraced 
the gospel of bloodshed and the sword against 
the Gospel of Peace: because she set the forces 
of materialism against the power of Christ. And 
now she is fallen and her ruins become the habi- 
tations of devils. 

And our great stirring, striking, magnificent 
lesson is, mark you, that great Empires cannot 
be reared to fame and power on brute force and 
apart from God. God will not have it. Napoleon 
said: ‘‘ The more I study the world the more I 
am convinced of the inability of brute force to 
create anything durable.’ He knew. His con- 
viction was the result of actual experience. He 
built his own Empire upon brute force and it 
came tumbling about his ears and left him a dis- 
graced and solitary exile in St. Helena, con- 
fessing that while he had sought to build with 
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the power of the sword and his Empire had 
failed, yet the Empire of Jesus Christ, - built 
upon love, would last for ever. It is ever so. 
God will not, and cannot be put aside. Might 
may be strong, but right is infinitely stronger. 
Satan against God—and the issues are certain. 
God through our arms, and the arms of our 
Allies, has beaten to the dust again an Empire 
which defied Him. And great is the fall of her: 
a lesson to the whole world: an example to the 
heathen: a mighty monument to the power of 


Christianity. “If Germany wins the war,’ 
it was often said while the war was raging, 
“T will never believe in God again!” But 


Germany has not won the war. Behold her a 
byword, and her habitations in ruins, the haunts 
of every foul spirit. Divine punishment and 
degradation follow on nations as assuredly as 
upon individuals who hold God in contempt. 
The mills of God grind slowly, but they grind 
exceeding sure and small. I hope we shall 
remember this, now that we have in hand the 
matter of the reconstruction of the world ! 

(2) Once more, the return of peace brings un- 
bounded joy and helps us to hate war. The text’ 
is full of joy and hatred of war. We cannot but 
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rejoice when a great and bloody war comes to 
an end. All war is hateful. 

War may be God’s instrument : there may be 
Holy War: there may be the wars of the Lord: 
there may be righteous war, to stand aloof from 
which might be an unrighteous thing. Yet war 
is ever the result of sin and is God’s chastisement. 
No doubt the recent’ great war was God’s chastise- 
ment. But weare not disloyal to God if, when God 
withdraws His heavy displeasure and grants us 
peace again, we give ourselves to unfeigned joy 
and thankfulness. The thing which really mat- 
ters is as to whether or no we have learned the 
lessons God intended. 

I say we are all glad to-day. Maybe the 
profiteers and some others are not with us in heart, 
for many have openly avowed that the longer 
the war went on the better they were pleased. 
Let them be anathema! They have reared 
their fortunes on the lives of men. They have 
cemented their houses with the blood of the 
slain. They shall never prosper. But their 
spirit is not ours. Say what we will of war, 
it is but a sorry business. “‘ Fighting is fine 
fun,” it used to be said at our recruiting meetings 
to urge men on to join up. But the men who 
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went and came back told a different tale. They 
never called war ‘fun.’ They called it in 
plain language “Hell!’’ Say what we will 
of courage and loyalty and manhood and chivalry, 
war is but a loathsome business. That is why 
we sing with yearning hearts sometimes, “‘ When 
comes the promised time that war shall be no 
more?’ That is why we pray against war. 
That is why we value peace and rejoice in it. 
“War is a most detestable thing,” said Welling- 
ton, in writing to Lord Shaftesbury, “and if 
you had seen but one day of war you would pray 
God that you might never see another.” George 
Washington wrote :—‘‘ My first wish is to see 
this plague to mankind banished from the earth.” 
““ May I never see another shot fired,” said Lord 
Napier. And he went on to speak of “ accursed 
war.” : 

Small wonder, then, that when so ghastly a 
business as the late war has come to an end 
we should sigh with satisfaction and congratulate 
ourselves and be joyful. Will war ever be 
abolished ? Is this great European War the last 
war? Some ask this with all earnestness and 
simplicity. For answer we can but shrug our 
shoulders. Anyway, the more the world hates 
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war and rejoices in peace the less likely it is 
that wars will bother us. Let us go on hating 
war, and loving peace and praying for its stay 
and working for its maintenance. 

(3) Now, what kind of joy ts ours to-day ? 
Simply the calm joy of the text. A religious 
joy! We are not here to gloat over the downfall 
of our enemy, but to see the judgments of God 
and learn wisdom. As all through the great 
war we prayed for enemies no less than for 
Allies and friends, so now we need the same 
spirit. While the foe was screaming his hymn 
of hate and “God strafe England!” we kept 
our heads. Let us do that now in the hour of 
victory. You never heard a petition for the 
downfall and punishment of our foe in all the 
Church’s prayers while the war was raging. 
We want the same fair spirit now as then. Of 
course I know that underneath must be a 
feeling in our hearts of utmost indignation to- 
wards the great disturber of the world’s peace ; 
for all the waste and pain and killing of the 
war: for cruel slaughter and fair lives of loved 
ones taken; for acts of shame and dishonour 
unspeakable and undreamed of; for broken 
pledges and direful acts; for devastation of 
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homes and towns and villages, of Cathedrals 
and Temples of God and fair countryside; for 
the horrible wantonness of it all; I know we 
think of the Lusitania, and of Captain Fryatt 
and of Nurse Cavell and the long list of brutali- 
ties unworthy of even the savages of the wilds 
of the earth; I know these things are branded 
upon our memories as long as life shall last and 
that they are written upon the imperishable 
scroll of time to be handed down for the amaze- 
ment of generations yet unborn. But let us draw 
the veil if we can over these things and tune 
our hearts to noble purpose, and so make peace 
a worthy thing. No good can come now of 
treasured hate and bitterness. 

Some years ago a whaler was plying her 
business in northern seas when on a day one of 
her men, a powerful seaman, suddenly became 
bereft of his senses and, knife in hand, ran amok 
among the crew. An indescribable scene fol- 
lowed. The decks became a veritable shambles, 
and not until the ship was drenched in blood and 
many lives lost was the maniac overpowered and 
bound. The incident is an allegory for us. We 
cannot but look upon our foe, now beaten and 


bound, after running amok among the nations, 
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in the light of it, and treat him accordingly. 
Four years and more we have grappled with a 
nation gone mad. All the boast and the bom- 
bast : all the talk about the “‘ mailed fist” and 
“the shining armour” and “ the rattle of the 
sword in the scabbard”’ and “the invincible 
army ’”’ have come to nought. But what were 
they but the cries of a megalomaniac? What 
was the whole war on the part of the people against 
us but the work of a people led and ruled by a 
megalomaniac, and inspired with the spirit of 
frenzy and hate and megalomania? I say, 
that as the men on the ship who overcame 
and bound the lunatic treated him as a madman 
first and last and took the consequences, so we 
must treat our foe. We have secured him 
and bound him and now we must see that he is 
rendered powerless for further mischief. We 
shall build a saner and more rational peace if 
we carry on soberly and practically. There must 
be no gloating over what, by the help of God, 
we have done. : 

I am not among those who would refrain from 
demanding reparation and justice and punish- 
ment where need be. God forbid! But all 


useless hate and frenzy are beside the mark, 
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and silly, and worthy only the foe which we 
have conquered; not worthy of ourselves as 
British people. Remember the sound words 
of Leguia, the ex-President of Peru, at a meeting 
of the Latin-American Chamber of Commerce 
in England not long ago :—‘‘ The name of Briton 
is a household word for honesty and straight 
dealing in the whole of Latin America!’ Yes, 
and in the whole world, I hope. What we want 
now is to live up to this. The joy which we 
indulge in must be strictly the joy of a people 
whose God is the Lord—not a malignant gloating. 

And I do hope that our secular rejoicings at 
this time are going to be clean and wholesome 
and worthy. Men and women can be very 
stupid, and do very stupid things when they 
are let loose on joy-making. I hope the people 
of our country, in all our parishes, will do nothing 
discreditable to the great occasion, or to the 
British name. We have seen very silly and 
lamentable sights before now at public joy- 
makings. And it is a very sickening sight to 
behold a multitude of human beings expressing 
their joy in a round of animalism. Though 
there is room for joy, the times are sober. There 
is plenty of seriousness in them. The world is 
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not settled yet. Grave issues are still at stake. 
Let us strive to show ourselves worthy of God’s 
goodness. Had He suffered the foe to triumph 
over us, had He permitted Germany to win, 
well! you know her peace terms! They were 
outlined long ago. They would have spelt un- 
speakable ruin for us, from which we might 
never have emerged again. We should have been 
a nation under the heel of a miserable foreign 
tyrant. Let us be very decorous in our secular 
rejoicings. It was planned that the German 
flag should hold sway over eighty-six million 
Germans who should rule over a territory peopled 
by one hundred and thirty million Europeans ; 
that only Germans should be allowed political 
rights ; that only Germans should be allowed in 
the armies and the navies; that only Germans 
should hold land; that the Germans should be 
a nation of rulers who would only condescend te 
allow the people under them to work at inferior 
employment like so many serfs. This is sufficient 
to show us what we have escaped ! 

(4) Next, I ask you to note the spirit of justice 
in our text. Are your peace-terms just? I think 
they are, every way ; and a great contrast to 
what Germany would have meted out to us had 
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she won the war. What we are out for is prac- 
tically two ends. (1) To compel the unprovoked 
disturber of the world’s peace to make good. 
(2) To render her powerless for further mischief. 
Surely these are ends righteous enough altogether 
in the sight of God and man. 

We shall send in our bill for two thousand million 
pounds. This is lenient enough; and we shall 
probably see that it is paid in two years. We 
shall limit the army of our beaten enemy to a 
hundred thousand men. We shall have her navy 
under lock and key, and hold the key ourselves. 
We shall make our own programme. We shall 
look after her submarines and aircraft. We 
shall free the Kiel Canal to all nations. We 
shall dismantle Heligoland. We shall dictate 
our terms about poison gas. We shall take over 
Germany’s Colonies: thank God for that! We 
_ shall forbid the military control of the Rhine. 
We shall demand ship for ship. We shall make 
a levy for years to come on the enemy’s industries 
and goods and labour. And we shall secure 
the peace of France, our great Ally. Surely 
never did peace terms fairer fill the pages of a 
book than these. 

These remarks may savour of the newspaper. 
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A certain noble lord said recently that he wished 
the clergy would preach less of the Daily Mail 
and more of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Well, 
I want to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ. But 
the facts I quote, although I get them from 
the daily papers, breathe a spirit anyway which 
is not incompatible with the teaching of Christ. 
Our peace terms, I take it, are Christian 
enough. 

(5) Once more, ouy text breathes a good hope. 
Babylon is fallen and bound. The reek of her 
pestilence is blowing away. The air is purer 
already. The sun of a great peace is rising and 
gilding the hill-tops with a golden glory. Light 
is coming. The foul mists and vapours are rolling 
away. We are going to build a new world upon 
the ruins and devastations of the old, and I 
pray God that the things which have defiled the 
world hitherto have been burnt up to such an 
extent in the fiery furnace of the war that 
many of them have gone for ever. As an Empire 
at war we have shown what we can do. As a 
country all unprepared and unorganized when 
the war came upon us we have, by the help of 
God, simply worked wonders. We are a great 
people. I say it in all humility. We are a great 
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people because the Lord our God is with us. 
And, dear friends, by the pleading memories of 
the Cross of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
Task you, what might we not do and be if, brush- 
ing aside all our weaknesses and failings and folly, 
we rose in all our strength as a nation and an 
Empire determined for God and the Kingdom of 
His dear Son? The thought is thrilling and 
stupendous. We could carry the whole world 
in the might of the Lord God. And we want to 
get the nation and the Empire steeped with this 
idea. We want every man and woman and child 
to be trained and reared in a creed like this. We 
want all for God and God first. We want the 
whole world to adopt the Christian creed, to put 
it into practice, to carry it out. If all the in- 
genuity and wealth and interest and painstaking 
which have been put into the making of a 
Zeppelin or a submarine, or into the matter of 
the wars and armaments of the countries of the 
world, could be diverted from these channels 
and put forth for the winning of the world for 
Christ, for the showing forth of the attractiveness 
of the Christian Religion, the Religion of Peace 
and Goodwill, for the practice of Christian princi- 
ples, we should have no use for war. 
126 


GOD’S VERDI€T 


“Were half the power that fills the world with terror, 
Were half the wealth bestowed on camps and courts, 
Given to redeem the human mind from error 
There were no need of arsenals nor forts. 


“The warrior’s name would be a name abhorred ! 
And every nation that should lift again 
its hand against a brother, on its forehead 
Would wear for evermore the curse of Cain!” 

This is the spirit, then, in which I want us all 
to go forth. This is the spirit which I wish every- 
one would make it his and her business to kindle 
first in themselves and then in others. You know 
how infectious the ideas of the hearts and minds 
of men can be. Would that we might see this 
spirit spreading from man to man the whole world 
‘over, instead of that spirit of greed and strife 
and envy of others’ good which sways mankind 
to-day. 

(6) And, lastly, to-day we remember our dead 
—-the men who fell in the war. This is the 
dawning of the great peace they died to gain. 
To leave their names and memories out to-day 
would be but a poor tribute to them. They are 
calling to us to-day. To all those who have ears 
to hear, their dead lips speak. From battlefield 
and ocean-grave their voices come. They will 


never come to us again, these men and boys. 
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They are gone for evermore. New Springs shall 
wake the countryside and birds shall sound their 
joyous note o’er hill and valley and Nature wake 
again. But they cannot come to us. Death 
holds them fast, our heroes. In many a cottage 
home and mansion fair, hearts will be yearning. 
We have done our best in every town and village 
to honour their memories; by stone monument 
and memorial—by services and requiems, by 
laurel wreaths and the sounding of the Last Post 
and the solemn strains of the Dead March. We 
have done what we can. Nay, not all! For it 
remains for us to live worthy of the lives laid 
down, and to carry on unfalteringly the great 
aims and ends they gave their lives for. This will 
be our best tribute, and let us see to it that we do 
not play them false. 

And so, dear people, we rejoice to-day because 
the great war is over, and there is a great calm. 
May this calm continue. May it be something 
more than temporary. May it be no mere lull in 
the storm. May it be the prelude to a great and 
long and lasting cessation of hostilities among 
the peoples of the round world. 
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Sin and Redemption. By the Rev. H. L. GOUDGE, D.D., Canon 


of Ely. Author of ‘‘ Thoughts for .Dark Days,"’ ‘‘Our Lenten Warfare '’—with foreword 
by the Bishop of London. Third Edition. Crown 8vo, cloth, 68. net (postage 4d,), An 
entirely new volume of 30 Sermons, including Ash Wednesday to Advent. 


These sermons are to some extent different in character from those which 
Canon Goudge has previously published. The earlier sermons in this 
volume, which give the title to the book, form a course of simple instruc- 
tion for Lent and Easter, which will, it is hoped, be found specially useful 
in providing material for the parochial clergy. The latter go somewhat 
more deeply into questions of Christian doctrine and practice, and such, 
while expounding and defending the teaching of the Church, to show 
how it may be used for building up educated congregations in the faith. 
Among the doctrinal subjects treated are those of Prayer, our Lord’s 
miracles, the Atonement, the Resurrection of the Body, the Ascension, 
the Trinity, the Development of Christian doctrine, and the offering of the 
Holy Sacrifice for the departed. Among the ethical subjects are pride, 
the right use of wealth, our duty to our neighbours, and missionary work. 
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The Life of Brother Lawrence. By the Rev. SEPTIMUS 
HERBERT. With Foreword by the Bishop of Rochester. Cloth 
3s. net (postage 24d.) 

The Library of the British Museum contains no Life of Brother Lawrence 
in English. Mr. Hebert has supplied that want from a Life in French by 
Madame de Guyon. The importance of Brother Lawrence’s “ Practice of 
the Presence of God ’’ is urged as forming Christian character, every ounce — 
of which is needed in the Reconstruction of our social and national life 
now, after the war. 

. The Bishop of Rochester has written a Foreword to this attractive and 

interesting volume. 





TWO NEW BOOKS ON THE FUTURE LIFE. 


Through the Grave and Gate of Death. By the Rev. JOHN 
SINKER. Author of ‘‘The Round of the Church’s Clock,”’ ‘‘ The 
Prayer Book in the Pulpit,”’ etc. With an Introduction by the Archdeacon of Manchester. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, 5s. net (postage 4d.) 

In this deeply interesting volume, the author has given us a well- 
reasoned and studied series of Addresses on the near Hereafter. 

The Publishers believe this book is destined to have a very wide circu- 
lation, and one which will be of inestimable comfort to thousands of 
mourners who want to know something of the great questions in the 
simplest language, in which the Author, to an unusual extent, has the gift 
of speaking. 


Future Life in the Light of Ancient Wisdom and Modern 
Science. By LOUIS ELBE. Crown 8vo, 7s. net (postage 4d.) 

This is a long work of rare ability and merit, and should be in great 
demand in this country. It has gone into 120 editions in France. Our 
reader expressed the opinion that it would be a crime and a loss to English 
Literature not to publish it in this country. As a book of Christian evi- 
dence it should prove tmzaluable ; many a seeker after truth will be afforded 
light, whilst many a waverer from the faith of his forefathers should once 
again return to the old paths. It is written in a fair and just spirit, and 
there is nothing in it which any fair-minded individual sceptic or Christian 
of any sect or religious persuasion can possibly object to. 





The Fellowship of the Saints. By the Rev. G. LACEY MAY, 


Vicar of West Tisted. _ Author of “Fellowship of the Holy Eucharist,”’ etc. In 2 vols. 


12s. net (postage 6d.). Vol. I. separately, OS. net (postage 4d.) Vol. II. separately 6s. net 
(postage 4d.) 3 


Simple Holy Day Readings (two for the ordinary Holy Days, four for 
the greater) for use in Church and Home. 

Short devotional readings and instructions for use at Saints’ Day 
Eucharists or other services. They provide help for over-worked clergy 
who wish to emphasize the importance of Holy Day teaching; and for 
lay people who, when prevented by illness or work from attending church 
on Holy Days, are glad of appropriate reading at home. Those who found 
“The Fellowship of the Eucharist ’”’ useful will find much sermon material 
in these two volumes. 

Messrs, Skeffington very strongly recommend this most attractive series 
of Readings. They will be found most useful both for the Clergy and the 
Laity. Volume I. contains Readings for the Saints’ Days from Advent 
till Easter, including two complete courses for the days of Holy Week, also 
two Readings for Easter Monday and two for Easter Tuesday. Volume II. 
contains Readings from Easter to Advent. 


Real Religion. By the Rev. H. J. RAYMER. Crown 8vo, 
Cloth, 3s. net (postage 3d.) 

No one who reads this book can be left in doubt as to what the Christian 

Religion really means and entails, and how essential it is for life here as 

well as hereafter. This volume is just what is required at the Present 


Day, and should have a very wide circulation. It is a book which should 
be in the hands of every layman. 
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Fellowship is Life. By the Rev. B. M. HANCOCK, With 
Preface by Canon A. W. Robinson. Cloth, 5s. net (postage 3d.) 
An original and stimulating book, dealing in a fresh and racy way with 
our social, political, and ecclesiastical life. It should appeal to all who 
desire unity, goodwill, and efficiency in Church, State, and Home. 


9 e 
God’s Call to the Empire. By the Rev. Canon C. LI. IVENS, 
Vicar of Chapelthorpe. Author of “Addresses to Men,” “The Path of Salvation,’’ etc. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 3s. 6d. net (postage 3d.) 3 
An entirely new volume of nine specially written sermons, including 
Ash Wednesday, six for Lent, Good Friday and Easter Day. This new 
Lenten course has been specially written with reference to things as they 
now are, and is eminently suitable for use during the coming season. It 
contains addresses on the need of Thought—Self-Examination—on Chris- 
tian Unity—the need of work among the Soldiers and Sailors returning 
home—the Revival of Home Life—the need of Housing Reform—the 
Call to Service, etc., etc. 








How to Undertake Parish Work. By the Rev. W. H. WYNNE. 
Gs. net (postage 4d.) 

This book describes in clear and lucid language the task that is now con- 
fronting the Clergy. Attention is now focussed upon the homes and 
parishes to which our men are returning. This volume should be in the 
hands of every priest who has the welfare of the Church of England at 
heart at the present time. It is up to date and instinct with modern needs, 
and is full of suggestions of great value. 
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Power from on High. By HILDA PARHAM, Author of “ Fruit 
of the Passion.” Cloth, 5s. net (postage 4d.) 

The keynote of this book is the great reality of spiritual power in daily 
life. A thoughtful study of the effect of co-operation with the Holy Spirit 
as taught by Christ—as revealed in His human life—the Church—Prayer 
—the Sacraments, etc. 

Messrs. SKEFFINGTON strongly recommend this new book, which should 
prove of great value both to the Clergy and Laity. 


EE eS I Sa an en reese 
‘Whys and Wherefores.” By VIOLET M.METHLEY. Crown 
8vo, cloth. 3s. 6d. net (postage 4d.) 

Unconsciously we use many phrases in every day life which are full of 
colour and meaning. Why do we speak of “Lynching,” “‘ Boyeotting,”’ 
“ Carte Blanche,” “‘ Burking it,’ ‘“ Killed by Kindness,” etc.? Some- 
times we pause to ask how these household words crept into our language. 
Throwing a searchlight into the darkness of the past, this book, in a 
series of intensely interesting, yet historically exact pictures, gives the 
“Why and Wherefore ’’ of these and many similar expressions. 
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The Solace of the Soul. By the Rev. S. W. KEY, Vicar of All 
Saints, Ipswich. Cloth, 3s. 6d. (postage 3d.) 

Meditations on Prayer, with an Introduction by the Ven. Archdeacon 
Everingham, B.D., Arehdeacon of Suffolk. A consoling book for mourners 
and those in sorrow. 

The twelve chapters include: ‘‘ The Meaning, Value, Measure, Conflict, 
Power, Consolation, Stimulus and Result of Prayer. 

A very beautiful little book which Messrs. Skeffington most strongly 
recommend. ; 
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The Ministry of Women. By the Rev. H. A. MACKENZIE, 
Vicar of Benfieldside, Shotley Bridge, Durham. 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. (postage 3d.) 

A very well written little book manifesting ability and depth of reading. 
Very suitable for Mothers’ Meetings. 

The Lord BisHor or DurHAM writes :—‘‘I have read through ‘‘ The Ministry of Women” 
with warm interest and strong sympathy. Earnestly I hope that it is finding the readers it 
deserves. Its theme is indeed one for the times, and you have handled it with at once a reverent 
sympathy and a practical point which will appeal widely, and will do true good. 


Christians in Making. Some Thoughts on Religious Education 
addressed to Church Teachers, by J. R. LUMB, M.A., with a Foreword 
by the Lord Bishop of Lichfield. Cloth, 3s- net (postage 3d.) 

The Bisnor oF LicHFieLp in his Foreword says: ‘I believe that clergy and teachers and all 
who are interested in religious teaching will find it stimulating and useful. I should rejoice to 
see many of its suggestions carried into effect. ‘ ; 


“Mr. Lumb manifestly writes from experience. His suggested methods are admirable; they 
are based on the Prayer Book Catechism, but they include the Bible, the Prayer Book and Church 
History, taught admirably in parallel.”"—The Church Times 


Church Year Sermons for Children. By PHILLIPS E. 
OSGOOD. Crown 8vo, 6s. net (postage 4d.) 


The publishers call special attention to this very interesting work, 
which includes all the Sundays in the Christian Year. All Saints, 
Halloween, The Communion of Saints, Thanksgiving Day. The addresses 
are bound to attract the interest of children and captivate them. The 
work is quite a novel kind and the addresses are just such as are suited to 
children. 





The Holy Catholic Church and Her Sacraments. A Series 
of Brief Instruction for Confirmation Candidates and others. By Rev. F. T. 
MILLS, Vicar of St. Thomas, Finsbury Park, N. F’cap 8vo, Is. 6d. 
net (postage 2d.) 

A book that cannot be too highly recommended, one which ought to 
be read not only by every candidate for Confirmation, but by every adult 
member of the Church of England. An invaluable manual of simple 
instruction concerning ‘‘ The Faith Delivered to the Saints.” 


Minima: Twelve Addresses to Boys. By J. D, BLATCHLEY 
HENNAH. Cloth 2s. 6d. (postage 2d.) 


Talks to boys on the Christian Faith. A simple and inspiring book 
that will be as helpful to boys as to teachers and preachers. The idea is 
an excellent one, and the addresses are written with marked ability. 





Family Prayers. By LYMAN P. POWELL. F'cap 8vo, 2s. 6d. 
net. (postage 2d). 

An excellent manual of Family Prayers of a Liturgical kind, well suited 
for the special needs which they represent. The volume includes Prayers 
for each day of the week, a number of special Prayers, as well as Private 
Prayers for Children and Adults, Grace before Meals, etc.,etc.. An 
excellently arranged little book which will meet a felt want. 
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The Cube City and other Sermons. By P. F. L. CAUTLEY, 
M.A, Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. net (postage 2d.) 


The volume deals with a large variety of subjects. Some of the Sermons 
being for special Festivals and some for ordinary occasions. The writer 
has had in mind throughout their reproduction by preachers and conse- 
quently the outlines are clear and well marked. The volume possesses 
a considerable amount of colour and vividness, and suggests a wide range 
of reading. It should prove of great value to the clergy. 





Grounds of Christian Belief. By Rev. F. W. BUTLER, Curate- 


in-charge of Stanton Harcourts, Oxon. Cloth 3s. (postage 3d.) 


_ Presents in an interesting manner the truths of the Christian Faith in the 
light of present-day thought ; by a writer of ability and distinction. 


These addresses supply unanswerable arguments for the truth of the 
Christian Faith. It is a living work, a book of Christian Evidences making 
existing needs up to date and convincing. The Clergy will find here valu- 
able help in sermon preparation, especially for addresses on Christian 
Apologetics, the demand and even the imperative necessity for which can 
hardly be overstated. 


“* The Author gives force to his argume it by the fruits of his study of Bergson and other modern 
philosophers who certainly justify his thesis. . . . Mr. Butler urges quite rightly that the naturalism 
which ts rejected in philosophy fail also in the realm of New Testament criticism. . . . A final 
chapter on ‘‘ The Truth of the Christian Religion’”’ brings the reader to the conclusion that 
Christianity rests upon the certainty that, owing to the historic redemption wrought by Christ, 
conjoined with His saving activity now, the problem of religion for the individual has been solved. 
We have read this thoughtful study with interest.” —Times Literary Supplement. 





Confirmation: What it is and how to prepare for it. 
By the Rey. Canon KEYMER. Cloth 2s. 6d. net (postage 2d.). Paper, 
2s, net. 

A new edition of this Author’s Addresses on Confirmation. This book 
provides for parents, for teachers, and for all who have to bring candidates 
for Confirmation, full and definite teaching with regard to the gift given 
in Confirmation, and the need of devout preparation for the gift ; while 
for all adults it makes clear the important position of Confirmation in the 
divine scheme of grace administered by the Church. 





On the Track of Our Troops in Palestine. By Canon SCOTT 
MONCRIEFF. F’cap 8vo. cloth, 2s. 6d. net (postage 2d.) 

A Series of Addresses, suggested by the campaign in Palestine against 
Turkey. The author follows—as the title of the book denotes—in the 
tracks of our troops, and bases on each successive advance and place 
historical and spiritual meditations, highly interesting and helpful to both 
the clergy and the laity. 
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A Bishop’s Message. By Right Rev. ETHELBERT TALBOT, 
D.D., LL.D., Bishop of Bethlehem. With an introduction by the Right 
Rev. C. J. Ridgeway, D.D., Lord Bishop of Chichester. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. net (postage 3d.) 


Counsels on some of the Manifold Problems confronting clergymen to-day. 
A valuable book by a very fair-minded Prelate, written in simple and 
convincing language. 
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The Blessing of Peace 


By the Rev. Canon C. Lt. IVENS, Author of ‘“ Addresses 
to Men,” ‘The Path of Salvation,” ‘‘God’s Call to the 
Empire,’ etc. 

‘“‘ The Lord shall give His people the blessing of peace.”’— 

Psalm xxix. 10 (P.B.V.). 


The Language of the Cross. By the Rev. J. H. WILLIAMS, 
M.A., Author of ‘‘ Christmas Peace in War Time,” ‘‘ Lenten Thoughts 
in War Time,” etc. Crown 8yo, cloth, 2s. 6d. net (postage 2d.) 

This excellent book contains plain addresses written on new lines of 
thought, on ‘‘ The Seven Last Words.” ‘ 

They are useful for the Three Hours’ Service, or as Addresses during 
Lent and Passion. : 

The subjects include: ‘‘ The Word of Intercession,” ‘‘ The Word of 
Kingly Majesty,” “‘ The Word of Filial Affection,” ‘‘ The Word of Deser-__ 
tion,” ‘‘The Word of Agonized Humanity,” “The Word of Victory,” 
“The Word of Death.” 





War and the Christian Faith. By ARTHUR MACHEN. Author 


of “The Bowmen: and other Legends of the War. ’’Crown 8vo, cloth, 28. net, (postage 2d.) 

This very ably written book contains excellent doctrine which ought to 

prove helpful to any Christian of any religious persuasion. The errors of 

Infidelity and the absurdities of Spiritualism are exposed in a courteous 

manner. The subjects include: ‘‘ The Contradictions of Life,”’=“ Faith,” 
“ The Freethinker,”’ ‘‘ The Religion of the Plain Man,” etc. 





Religion and Reconstruction. Cloth, crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. net 
(postage 3d.) 

If the War has taught us anything at all, it has most certainly taught 
us that many of our national institutions and many phases of our social 
life need urgent reform. Men’s minds are turning towards reconstruction. 
The whole fabric of Church and State is quickly coming under the ken 
of an impatient public, and there is a danger that they will be guided more 
by the heart than the head. Problems of Reconstruction call for the con- 
sideration of men of stability and high character. As the Church’s con- 
tribution to this momentous discussion, the book on “‘ RELIGION AND 
REconstRUCTION”’ is one that everybody will find extremely valuable. 

It has been written by :—The Rr. Rav. C. J. Rmwceway, D.D., Bishop 
of Chichester; The Rr. Rev. J. A. Kempruorne, D.D., Bishop of Lich- 
field ; The Rr. Rev. B. PoLtock, C.V.O., D.D., Bishop of Norwich; The 
Rr. Rev. W. W. Perrin, DDO cA Bishop of Willesden; The Rr. 
Rev. J. E. C. Wettpon, D.D., Dean of Manchester ; The Very Rav. W. 
M. Epg, D.D., M.A., Dean of Worcester ; The Rr. Rev. G. H. FRODSHAM, 
D.D., Canon of Gloucester ; The Hon. and Rrv. CANon JAMES ADDERLEY, 
M.A.; The VEn. JoHN WAKEFORD, Precentor of Lincoln, B.D.; Mon- 
SIGNOR Poocx, D.D.; The Rav. W. E. ORcHARD, D.D., (Presbyterian) ; 
The Rav. F. B. Meyer, B.A., D.D. (Baptist); F. C. Spurr (Baptist], 
leaders of religious thought, who are something more than students of 
social questions. 
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The Love of our Lord. By the Rey. JOHN BERESFORD-PIERSE, 


with Preface by the Bishop of Bloemfontein. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. net (postage 4d.) 
A Set of Addresses to Boys and Young Men, which will be found in- 
valuable for Teaching and for Mission Work. Among the twenty-one 
subjects are Prayer, Thanksgiving, Confirmation, The Holy Eucharist, 
Faith, Hope, Love, Service, Friendship, Purity, etc, 
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Five Volumes of Sermons to Men 


(SOLDIERS, SAILORS, BOYS, ETC.) 


The Service of the King. Addresses to Soldiers and Sailors. 
By A. DEBENHAM. 2s. 6d. (postage 2d.) 


The vivid and picturesque style of these stirring Addresses to Men will 


at once arrest and keep the interest of their hearers. They include Church 
Seasons etc. 
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Addresses to Men. By the Rev. C. LI. IVENS, M.A., Hon. 
Canon of Wakefield. Third impression. Crown 8vo, cloth 3s. net (postage 3d.) 

They include such subjects as Courtesy—The Gambling Spirit—Intem- 
perance—“ The Training of Character ’’— Life and some of its Meaning ”’ 
—and similar practical subjects. 

BIsHoP EDEN says: ‘‘ Canon Ivens’ simple, outspoken and direct addresses, are specimens of 
those which he is in the habit of giving at his well known Men’s Services. They will be found 


valuable both to young clergy who are learning how to address men and to men of all degrees who 
are trying to fight Christ’s battles in a world of increasingly subtle temptations.” 


BY THE SAME AUTHOR 
Nine Addresses to Men and Three Addresses to Women. 


Crown 8vo, cloth, #s. net (postage 3d.) 


A Series of Sermons on most varied and interesting subjects, e¢.g., ; 
“Courtship and Marriage—The Self-Assertive Temper—Cheerfulness— 
Sunday Observance ’’—with Three Special Addresses to Women on “ Their 
Work, in the Family, in the Church, in Society,” etc. 

““ Couched in simple and direct language, these Addresses are full of sympathy with the condition 


and needs of the working classes, and show an understanding of their outlook on life. The 
Addresses to women are specially sympathetic and practical.” —Noiti gham Guardian. 
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Our Ideals. By the Rev. V.R. LENNARD. 3s. 6d. net (postage 4d.) 


Sermons to Men, including Sermons on Instability, Cowardice, Profanity, 
Ability, Concentration, Faith, Friendship, Manliness, Independence, 
Ambition, etc., etc. 








Addresses to Boys and Boy Scouts. By Right Rev. G. F. 


CECIL de CARTERET, Assistant Bishop of Jamaica. Third edition. 
3s. net. (postage 3d.) 





With the C.L.B. Battalion in France. By the Rev. JAMES 
DUNCAN, Chaplain to the 16th K.R.R. (C.L.B.). With a Frontispiece 
and a most interesting Preface by the Rev. Edgar Rogers. Cloth, 2s. 6d. net (postage 3d.) 

This intensely interesting book gives an account of the doings of the 

Battalion raised from the Church Lads’ Brigade. Among the vivid and 

striking chapters are Going to the Front—In France—In Billets—In the 

Firing Line—The Trenches—The Red Harvest of War, etc. 
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Five Volumes of Sermons to Children 


Sermons to Children. First Series. By the Rev. S. BARING- 
GOULD. Thirteenth impression. 4s. 6d. net (postage 4d.) 

Including a set of Six on Children’s Duties and Faults (Tidiness—Idle- 
ness—Wilfulness—Obedience—Perseverance—Idle Talk, etc.), and also a 
get of Four on the Seasons of the Year. 

Tus CuurcH QuaRTERLY says: ‘‘ These are really Sermons suited for Children, alike in mode of 
thought, simplicity of language, and lessons conveyed, and they are very beautiful. No mere 
critical description can do justice to the charm with which spiritual and moral lessons are made 
to flow (not merely are drawn) out of natural facts or objects. Stories, too, are made use of with 
admirable taste, and the lessons taught are, without exception, sound and admirable. We cannot 
doubt that the volume will be, and will remain, a standard favourite.” 


aT Ae aes 2 ihn sien are res ae Mendes nes tea Se ee 


Sermons to Children. Second Series. Crown 8vo, cloth, 
48. 6d. net (postage 4d.) 

Twenty-four Sermons, including Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter’ 
Whit Sunday, Trinity, and many General Sermons. 

The immense success of Mr. BARING-GOULD’s former Series of Sermons 
to Children, of which thirteen editions have already been sold, will make 
this new volume doubly welcome. 

Tur Caurcn Times says: ‘‘ There will be arun on this volume. The stories are most cleverly 


told, and the lessons are all that they should be. No child who reads or hears these Addresses 
will be left in doubt as to what he ought to believe and do.” 


Led by a Little Child. (Isaiah xi.6). By the late H. J. WILMOT-— 
BUXTON. Sixth impression. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. net (postage 4d.) 


A Series of Fifteen Short Addresses or Readings for Children. Among 
the Subjects and Titles of the Addresses are ‘‘ The Lion and the Lamb,” 
‘The Serpent and the Dove,” “‘ Wolves,” “ Foxes,” ‘‘ The Sparrow and 
the Swallow,” ‘‘ Eagles’ Wings,” ‘“‘ Sermons in Stones,’ ‘‘ Four Feeble 
Things ” (Prov. xxx. 24), ““ What the Cedar Beam Saw,”’ etc., etc. 

“ Bright, simply-worded homilies for children, with plenty of anedcotes and illustrations, which 
are not dragged in, but really do help the lesson to be enforced. Very useful for reading aloud 
to children.” —Guardian. 

“© Models of what children’s sermons should be.” —Ecclesiastical Gaxette. 





BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 


Parable Sermons for Children. A Cheap Edition. Crown 8vo, 
2s. 6d. net (postage 3d.) 
These beautiful Sermons generally begin with a Story or Parable, and 
cannot fail to arrest and hold the attention of children. The original 
Edition was published at 3s. 6d. It is now reduced to 2s. 6d. net. 





The Boys and Girls of the Bible. By Rev. Canon J. HAMMOND. 


Two Vols., 128. net (postage 6d.) 
Two Volumes of Sermons on Old and New Testament Characters. 
Vor. I., Old Testament, 6s. net (postage 4d.). 
VoL. II., New Testament, 6s. net. (postage 4d.). 
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Mission Preaching for a Year. Edited by the Rey. W. HENRY 
HUNT. A newand cheaper edition. Fourth Thousand. 2 Vols. Crown 
8vo, cloth, 10s. net (postage 6d.) 

VoL. I. separately, Advent to Whitsunday, 5s. net (postage 4d.) 

Vot. II. Separately, All the Sundays in Trinity and many occasional. ss. net. 

A Series of Eighty-six Original Mission Sermons for every Sunday and 
the Chief Holy Days of the Christian Year. — 

Sermons from nearly all the most experienced and trusted Mission 
Preachers of the day, as the following List of Names abundantly shows : 
Archbishop of York; Bishops of London, Manchester, Chichester, Bir- 
mingham ; Bishop Ingham; Deans of Bristol and Bangor ; Canons Hay 
Aitken, Atherton, Barnett, Body, Scott Holland, Lester; Archdeacons 
Sinclair, Madden and Taylor; The Revs. W. Black, F. M. Blakiston, H. 
J. Wilmot-Buxton, Robert Catterall, W. H. Hunt, A. V. Magee, A. H. 
Stanton, P. N. Waggett, John Wakeford, Paul Bull, A. J. Waldron, Cyril 
Bickersteth, etc. etc. 

The whole work probably constitutes the most complete manual of 
Mission Preaching every published. 

VotumeE I. contains 41 Sermons, from Advent to Whitsunday. 

VOLUME II. contains 45 Sermons, for all the Sundays in Trinity and 
many occasional (e.g., All Saints-—Holy Communion—Harvest Thanks- 
giving—Sunday School Workers—Flower Service—Service for Men— 
- Service for Women—Home and Foreign Missions—Temperance—Sunday 
Observance—Funeral Sermon—Opening of an Organ—Social Clubs— 
Empire Sermon, etc.) 

“* Contains a large number of really excellent Mission Sermons from a large number of preachers. 


A careful examination assures us that it will supply suggestions and indicate methods of real value.”” 
—Church Times. 


100 Miniature Sermons for the Year. By the Rev. Dr. A. G. 
MORTIMER. New and Cheaper Edition. Third thousand. 2 vols. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, 6s. net (postage 6d.) 
Vot. I. separately, Advent to Trinity, 3s. net (postage 4d.) 
Vo . II. separately, Trinity to Advent and all the Saints’ Days, 3s. net. 
* On the Epistles and Gospels for all the Sundays, Saints’ Days and Holy 
ays. 

For each Sunday in Advent and Lent there are Two Sermons. These 
most interesting Outlines consist of an Introduction, a Subject, three 
separate “ Points,’ and a Conclusion. They are so full and clear that 
they might be used as they stand when a very Short Sermon is required, 
or they may be amplified at will by the Preacher. 

i oe outlines are wonderfully clear and at the same time thoroughly practical.”—Church in 
é . 


The Church’s Lessons for the Christian Year. By the Rev. 
Dr. A. G. MORTIMER. Two volumes. Crown 8vo, cloth, 9s. net 


(postage 7d.) 2 : 
Vot. I., Advent to Fifth Sunday after Easter (60 Sermons, being two 


Sermons for every Sunday), separately 4s. 6d. net {postage 5d.). 
Vo. II., Ascension Day to Advent. 4s. 6d. net (postage 5d.). 

Sixty Sermons for the Sundays and Chief Holy Days, on Texts from the 
OLD Testament Lessons, and Sixty Sermons on Texts from the NEW 
Testament, appropriate to the occasion, thus forming a complete Year’s 
Sermons, 120 in number, for Mattins and Evensong. 

Tur Cuurcn Times says: ‘‘ We like these Sermons very much. They are full of wholesome 
thought and teaching, and very ractical. Quite good, spiritual and suggestive, as his ‘ Helps 


to Meditation.’ ”’ E s 
Tur GuARDIAN says: ‘‘ We do not often notice a volume of Sermons we can praise with so few 


reservations.” 
(eae) 





SKEFFINGTON’S SERMON LIBRARY. 


In reply to numberless requests for a reprint, at a low uniform rate, of 
Messrs. Skeffington’s best Plain Parish and Village Sermons, they have 
much pleasure in offering to the Clergy and others some of their most 
popular and helpful volumes, including many which have never been 
reprinted since the publication of the first edition. 


Each volume is from the pen of one of their most successful Authors, 
and is issued in neat and uniform cloth binding, at the low price of 2s. 6d. 
net per volume. (Postage 4d. each.) 


Vol. 1. ‘* The Seed and the Soil.” 
By the late Rev. J. B. C. MURPHY. 


Twenty-eight Plain Sermons, including Four for Advent, Christmas, 
Six for Lent, Good Friday, Easter, and many General Sermons. Crown 
8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. net. 





Vol. 2. Sermons to Children. By the late Rev. H. J. WILMOT- 


BUXTON, also “Bought With a Price,’ by the same Author (2.¢., two 
vols. in one). Crown 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. net. 





Vol. 3. “ Village Sermons.” 
By the late Canon R. D. B. Rawnsley. 


Third Series. Including many for the Church’s Seasons. Crown 8vo, 
cloth, 2s. 6d. net. 





Vol. 4. Harvest Sermons. 


Being a complete and varied collection of twenty-two Sermons for Harvest 
Thanksgiving by various and eminent authors. N.B.—Includes ‘‘ Harvest 


Preaching,’ Ist and 2nd series, and‘‘ Kindly Fruits of the Earth.” Crown 
8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. net. 





Vol. 5. ‘Helps and Hindrances to the Christian Life.” 
By the late Rey. FRANCIS E. PAGET. 
(Advent to Whitsunday.) Crown 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. net. 
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Vol. 6. ‘Helps and Hindrances to the Christian Life.” 
By the late Rev. FRANCIS E. PAGET. 
(Trinity to Advent.) Crown 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. net. 


Vol. 7. God’s Heroes. 
By the late Rev. H. J. WILMOT-BUXTON. 


A Series of Plain Sermons, including Advent, Lent, and many General 
Sermons. Crown 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. net. 











Vol. 8. Mission Sermons. 
Second Series. By the late Rev. H. J. WILMOT-BUXTON. 
This volume, which has been long out of print, contains many of the 
_ principal Church Seasons, e.g., Advent, Christmas, End of Year, Epiphany, 


Lent, Good Friday, Easter, also Harvest Thanksgiving, Autumn, and a 
large number of General Sermons. Crown 8vo. cloth, 2s. 6d. net. 


Vol. 9. The Journey of the Soul. 
By the late Rev. J. B. C. MURPHY. 


Thirty-four Plain Sermons, including Four for Advent, Christmas, Six 
for pe Good Friday, Easter, and many General. Crown 8vo, cloth, 
2s. Od. net. 








Vol. 10. The Parson’s Perplexity. 
By the late Rev. Dr. W. J. HARDMAN. 
Sixty short, suggestive Sermons for the hard-working and hurried, 


including all the Sundays and chief Holy Days of the Christian Year. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d.net. 





Vol. 11. The Lord’s Song. 
By the late Rev. H. J. WILMOT-BUXTON. 


Twenty-two Plain Sermons on the best known and most popular Hymns, 
suitable for Advent, Lent, Easter, Whitsuntide, etc. ; also Four specially 
suitable for Children’s Services, and many General Sermons. Crown 8vo, 
cloth, 2s. 6d. net. 


Vol. 12. Sunday Sermonettes for a Year. 
By the late Rev. H. J. WILMOT-BUXTON. 
Fifty-seven Short Sermons for the Church Year. Crown 8vo, cloth, 


as. 6d. net. 
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The Childrens’ Law. 
By Rev. G. R. OAKLEY, M.A., B.D., 3s. net (postage 4d.) 
Plain Talks to Children on the Commandments, the Sacramental Ordi- 
nances, and on Rules of Life and Worship of the greatest value in instruct- 
ing and helping the Young; for use in Church, Sunday School, or at 
Home. A strikingly beautiful little book. 


The King and His Soldiers. By M.E.CLEMENTS. Author © 


of ‘Missionary Stories,” Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. net (postage 4d.) 





Twenty-six Talks with Boys and Girls, from Advent to Whit Sunday, 
These Addresses will be found of the greatest possible interest forChildren, 
and will be invaluable for Addresses in Church, in School, or for Home Read- 
ing for the Sundays in Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, and 
up to Whit Sunday. They cannot fail to seize and hold the attention of 
young people. 





Three Volumes of Sermons on Hymns. 


Popular Hymns: their Authors and Teachers. By the late 
Canon DUNCAN, Vicar of St. Stephen’s, Newcastle-on-Tyne. Fifth 
edition. Crown 8vo, cloth, $s. net (postage 4d.) 

A Series of thirty-six Sermons on popularhymns. Most‘attractive and 
instructive Sermons. 


“We can bear very strong personal testimony to the great delight and usefulness of Canon 
Duncan’s beautiful and impressive work.”’—Reoord. 


“ A deeply interesting and helpful book.—Church Family Newspaper. 


Hymms and their Singers. By the late Rev. M. H. JAMES, LL.D., 


Vicar of St. Thomas’, Hull. Second impression. Crown 8vo, cloth, 45. 6d. net. 
(postage 4d.) 





Twenty-one Sermons on popular Hymns. These very original Sermons 
deal not only with the meaning of the words, but are full of interesting 
information as to the Authorship and History of the various Hymns. 


Tus CHURCH oF IRELAND GazETTE says: ‘‘ The writer is to be congratulated. There are 
twenty-one extremely interesting and attractive Sermons.” 


Sermons on Hymns for the Church Seasons. By J. B. 
STOPFORD, Rector of St. Mark’s, West Gorton. Crown 8vo, cloth, 
3s. Od. net. (postage 4d.) 

This volume includes Sermons on Four Advent Hymns, also Christmas, 
Epiphany, several for Lent, Holy Week, Easter, Ascensiontide, etc. Many 
of the Hymns, although well-known, have not yet been treated in other 
books. 
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The Round of the Church’s Clock. By the Rev. JOHN SINKER, 


Vicar of Lytham, and Rural Dean of the Fylde. Author of “Into the Church’ ice,”’ 
The Prayer Book in the roe nf The War: It's Deeds nd Lenn ok Sgrice 


Introduction by the Right Rev. G. H. S. Walpole, D.D., Lord Bishop of Edi 
edition. Crown 8vo, cloth. 3s. 6d. net Srontaas 4d.) ae ee ee 


A series of Addresses, including one Sermon for each of the Church’s 
Seasons from Advent to Trinity. 


These addresses are popular in style, and abound in illustrations and other 
matter calculated to arrest and hold the attention of any congregation. 
Messrs. Skeffington consider them among the very best they have ever 
published. 

_ Dr. WALPoLE, BisHop oF EDINBURGH, writes: “‘I have no hesitation in commending these 
simple addresses to the Clergy, and all those who have the responsibility of expounding the teaching 
of the Church’s seasons. ‘ The Round of the Church’s Clock ’ contains not only clear and definite 
teaching, but it also abounds in stories, poems, experiences and analogies, which not only enable 
the listener to understand what is preached, but to beinterested. While Mr. Sinker never belittles 
the sacredness of the high Subjects he treats, he makes them easily understood.” 





God and His Children. By the Rev. F. W. WORSEY, M.A,, 
Vicar of enham, Auth < i ogee pa 
the Boctes Hone etc. euieb Gan ae ‘bd. av hice” Cen Wena 
A series of simple practical Sermons, including: Six for Lent on The 
Child of God, three for Good Friday and Faster, four for Advent on the 
Godhead, three for Christmas and New Year on the Divine Son, and two 
for Epiphany. 
It will be seen that this new volume provides a complete course of 
preaching from Advent to Easter, and will be found in all respects equal 
to its author’s previous volumes. 


Some Actors in Our Lord’s Passion. By the Rev. H. 


LILIENTHAL. New and cheaper edition. Sixth impression. 2s. 6d. 
net (postage 4d.) 

A Course of very beautiful and striking Lent Addresses or Readings 
(Judas—Peter—Caiaphas—Pontius Pilate—Herod—Barabbas), together 
with two special additional Sermons, viz.. ‘‘ The Meanings of the Cross,’ 
for Good Friday, and ‘‘ Christ’s Resurrection,” for Easter. 

BrsHop CLARK writes: ‘‘ The characters stand before us with wondrous vividness. . . . I wish 
that these discourses might be readin every Parish during Lent, for they have touched me more 


deeply than any sermons I have ever read. They must appeal to the young, as well as to the 
mature mind.” 


“« Bxcellent Sermons—dramatic in treatment—and well fitted to hold the attention.’—Chwrch 
Times. 


Short Village Homilies. By the Rev. F. L. H. MILLARD, M.A., 
Vicar of St. Aidan’s, Carlisle. Crown 8vo, cloth. 3s. 6d. net (postage 5d.) 

A new Series of short and simple Sermons, specially adapted during 
these times for Villages and Evening Addresses in large towns. They 
include Six Sundays in Lent, Mourners and Bereaved, a Memorial Sermon. 

N.B.—These Sermons are prepared to give practical help until Trinity. To Mourners; 
Memorial Sermon; a complete course for Lent ; also Good Friday, Easter, etc., etc. They are 


thoroughly interesting, practical sermons of a Mission type for villages and for evening services 
in large towns. 


The Good Shepherd. The last book by the late Rev. Canon 


GEORGE BODY. Second Impression. Cloth, boards, 2s. 6d. net 
(postage 3d.) 


A Series of Meditations. (The Pastorate of Jesus—The Fold—Personal 
Knowledge of Jesus—Guidance—Sustenance—Healing—Paradise, etc.) 
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BY THE RIGHT REV. C. J. RIDGEWAY, 
BISHOP OF CHICHESTER. 


Short Preparation Service for Holy Communion. H. C. 
Manuals by Dr. C. J. RIDGEWAY, Bishop of Chiehester. 48th thousand. 
2d. or 14s. net per 100 (postage 5d.). 

To be used in Church after Evensong on Sunday, or at other convenient 
times. 


Holy Communion. A four-page Leaflet. 1200th thousand. 


For Distribution in Church or Parish, before any of the great Church 
Festivals. 4d., or 3s. 6d. net per 100 (postage 4d.). ; 

Tastefully printed in red and black: Why shall I come ?—What is 
H.C. ?—What are the Benefits ?—In what spirit >—How shall I Prepare ? 
—When shall I come ?—How live afterwards ? etc. ; 








Instructions and Devotions for Holy Communion. 


which includes the Two Tracts, ‘‘ How to Prepare,’ and “‘ How to Give 
Thanks,’ with extra Instructions and Devotions also the Complete Office, 
for Holy Communion. 125th thousand. 24mo, cloth boards, 1s. 9d. 
net (postage 2d.). Cloth limp, 1s. 3d. (postage 1d.). Crimson roan, round 
corners, and gold over red edges, 3s. net (postage 2d.). 





N.B. How to Prepare for Holy Communion. Separately 
2d. or 14s, net per 100 (postage 5d.). 


How to give thanks after Holy Communion. Separately, 2d. 
or 14s, net. per 100. (postage 5d.). 
THE LATE Bishop WALSHAM How wrote: ‘‘ Mr. Ridgeway’s little manuals will, I think, be found 
very generally and practically useful.- They are thoroughly sensible and excellent for their 
purpose.” ; 


Holy Communion. “How to Prepare,” and “ How to give Thanks.” 


Printed in red and chocolate, on toned paper. Warmly commended by 
the late Bishop Walsham How. It forms a beautiful little Confirmation 
Gift Book, in Prayer Book size, bound in elegant cloth, lettered in gold. 
In red silk cloth for boys, or white silk cloth for girls. 24mo, price 1s. net. 
These two tracts may also be had separately, 2d. each, or 14s. per 100 
(postage 6d.). 


The following letter appeared in the Church Times : ‘‘ Sir,—I have been 29 years Vicar of this 
large agricultural parish, and all the time I have been in vain looking out for plain simple manuals 
for the Holy Communion, suitable to the capacities of an agricultural population, and have never 
been able to meet with any till now. I put into the hands of my Candidates for Confirmation 
Ridgeway’s Manual ‘ How to Prepare for the Holy Communion,’ with the satisfactory result that 
every one of them came to the early Communion yesterday. I could never before succeed in 
getting all the confirmed to communicate immediately after Confirmation.’—F. H. CHorr, 
Vicar, Hartland Vicarage, N. Devon. 
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SKEFFINGTON & SON, Ltd., 34 Southampton St., Strand, W.C.2. 


PUBLISHERS TO HIS MAJESTY THE KING. 








D Sermons for the peace celebrations / by va 
646 writers Ci.e. C.L1l. Ivens, et al.J. -- L 
sh Skeffington, (C19197] 

127p.. 3 20cm, 


8 sermons. 
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